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PREFACE 



DURmG the World War it was mj great 
privOege to act as chaplain in the ^'detention'' 

or receiving section of the Great Lakes Naval 
Training Station, althon^, because of certain 
physical defeots, it was impossible for me to obtain 
a commission. A shortage of commissioned chap- 
lains for land duty furnished my opportunity, and 
Bear Admiral William A» Moffett, oommandant at 
Ghreat Lakes, at the suggestion of Captain Frank 
Tliompson, senior chaplaiii^ gave me the necessary 
authority. There I passed twenty busy, happy, 
and illuminating months, for which I cannot too 
greatly lliank the two oiOicers named. 

In addition to giving the chaplains' official in- 
struction in religion and morals two hundred and 
aizty-seven times to a total of over ei|^ty-6eren 
thousand recruits, conducting never-to-be-forgotten 
preaching services on Sundays with congregations 
of from three thousand to seven thousand men, 
administering oommunion under trees and in rude 
barracks, visiting hospitals — especially during the 
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influenza epidemic — and holding office hours to 
whidi men came with problems ranging from how 

to believe in God to how to get a dance invitation 
for an approaching libertj, it was my chief pleaa- 
UI6 and, as I now see it, my chief naef ulnesa, to 
meet many men, individually and in small groups, 
who were willing to ait around and talk about 
religion. 

It was in these informal meetings that I first 

came to understand the lack of enthuaiasm of our 
present-day young men for Christianity. Perhaps 
four-fifths of the men I knew at Great Lakes were 
quite uninterested, at least from any vital view- 
point, in any definite religion. That was no dis- 
covery, of course. Every wide-awake observer 
knows that there is a similar deficiency in religious 
fervor in civilian life. The discovery I made, 
whicli came to me at once as a challenge and as an 
encouragement, was that most of the non-interest 
was du6| not to deliberate disbelief or even to 
indifierence, but rather to plain ignorance. They 
had, for the most part, scarcely any idea what the 
Christian religion was aU about. 

The young man that I know, whether I have 
met him in camp, in shop or factory, or in college 
or university, has usually confused Christianity's 
essential truths in a mass of non-essential facts, 
alleged facts, and '^discarded facts'' of a more or 
less religions flavor. Ohristianity, — and Jonah and 
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the Wliale, and creatioa of the world in a Uteial 
six days, and the pseudo-ethical pomposities of 

those late Victorians who too often teach in our 
Sunday schools, and the advertised virtue of those 
Pilgrim fathers who rarely smiled for fear of 
danmatioQ, and the supposed naughtiness of going 
fishing on Sunday, and the assumed religious 
value of learning the names of the twelve tribes of 
Israel and of the minor prophets, and the alleged 
wickedness of dancing and playing cards, and the 
fetish sacredness of the scriptures as bound up in 
"family BibW gathering dust on parlor tables, — 
these and many similar strains are all confused 
together in his mind. It is a delight to him, 
commonly, to learn that Christianity is a rational, 
human, simple, and personal thing. He frequently 
e^q^resses wonder why the heart of Ms nominal 
religion has not long before been made plain to 
him. I too wonder why. It does not seem quite 
reasonable that four out of five of our young people 
should never have learned what Ohristianil^i in its 
essence, really is. We seem to have been astonish- 
ingly inefficient in passing on the Faith. 

The chapters of this book came into being in 
bamMfa talk. They were not made in one sitting. 

They grew. Later on, after the war was over, I 
gathered them together and wrote them down. X 
dien used them in four ^^pasochial missions'^, twice 
to ordinary parishes, m Lynn, l[as8achusel;tsjraQd p--- 
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Sch^ectadyi New York, and twice to predomi- 
nantly university congregations, at Ithaca and 
Prinoetoxu They also became the basis of a series 
of mstruetions on personal religionr at Wellesley 
Oonfersnee, a sununer aBsemUy of the Epiaoopal 
Cliiircli. Tiiere were seventy four young women 
in my class there^ about half of them of more ad- 
vanced education and half of them working women 
of ordinary pnblio-school training. Eveiywhere 
these simple presentations of the fundamental 
things in Christianity seemed to arouse a consider- 
able degree of interest Therefore I am, after 
some hesitation, putting them into a book. 

I have endeavored to use a minimum of theolog- 
ical teiminology. People do not dislike dogmas 
because they are dogmas, hut because dogmas are 
usually phrased in language which has partially 
lost its vital meaning. Take^ for instance, the 
doctrine that ^^man is subject to original sin". 
That sounds stupid and unreal. When, however, 
one says that "we men are all by nature inclined 
to be selfish", that sounds reasonable. Yet the two 
statements are identical in meaning. Again, for 
the ancient phrase about 'Ue grace of die Lord" 
one may with resulting force substitute "the free 
friendship of the Tx)rd", or "the generous comrade- 
ship of the Ix>rd". In this book I have tried my 
best to talk ihe language of the twentieth century. 
In that medimn I have attempted to utter the basic 



Digitized by Google 



PREFACE 



truths of that Taith which in days past has made 
heroes, saerifieersy those to whom the world bows 
low in homage truly earned, out of men and women 
naturally no nobler, no wiser, no better that men 
and women are to-day. 

If in the doing of this I haye, through inabiUly 
or inadvertence, in the least corrupted the good 
news of God as manifested in Christ Jesus, may 
He in His mercy pardon me. 

It is probable that I have spoken in this book in 
a way more comprehensible to '^Episcopalians'' 
than to others. That would bo natural, since T am 
an ^'£pi8Copalian'\ I trust, however, that the 
things said may not prove to be, to any reader, 
stupidly "sectarian" or in any way ill-humored. 

Saint Stephen's College^ 
Saint Peter's Day, 192L 
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CHAPTER I 

THE UNKNOWABLE GOD 



THIS book is to be about religion. Theiefoie 
we must, first of all^ define religion. Some 
people know what religion is well enough; but I 
am as sure as I am of anytliing in this world that 
most people do not know what religion is at alL 
A very large number of them think that religi<m 
is but another name for being good, that being 
religious is just the same as loving your fellow 
men. ^^I do not go to Church, it is true'^ you hear 
people say, "but my religion is the Gh)lden Rule.'^ 
It would, of course, be foolish to deny that the 
Golden Bule has something to do with religion, for 
it has. Living according to that Rule ought to be a 
result of religion; but it is not in itself religion. 

Morality and religion have the relation of con- 
seqij^t and antecedent, result and cause. An 
eleetric li^t and a dynamo are not the ssme, al- 

thougli one is produced by the other. Indigestion 
and green apples are not two names for the same 
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thing, although they are related to one another. 
Falling in love is the parent of parenthood, but 
who claims that paienthood and falling in love are 
the same diingf 

Eeligion is not a set of ethical rules for jou and 
me to live hj. Eeligion is a means of uniting us 
human beings fiimlj to the supernatural power 
which men call God, binding us so close that we 
get strength of will with which to live up to moral 
standards. In my early ministry I did a good deal 
of religious work ip. ihe Bridewell in Chicago. In 
that great jail I frequently met prisoners who had 
had the best of educations; some of them masters 
of the science of ethics. Almost every prisoner I 
knew realized quite well what was right and what 
was wrong. The troubU^ with them wa^ that they 
did not have power, grit, backbone enough to live 
up to their own standards for themselves. They 
almost always intended to do bo while they were in 
confinement. When they got loose, they found 
themselves lacking in will-power. In lesser degree, 
it may be, or in ways less scandalous than theirs, 
lliat is what is die matter with all of us, with you 
who read these words and with me who pen them. 
We know what we ought to be; but we are not it. 
We know what we should leave undone ; but we do 
it anyway. All men are like that Even die holy 
St. Paul said that he was forever doing the thiniers 
he willed not to do and leaving undone the things 



Digitized by Google 



THE UNKNOWABLE GOD 



3 



he willed to do, and so he prayed God to relieve 

him sometime from the stni^^le and to e^ive him 
peace. You have standards for your own life^ pre- 
soribed by your own aelf , which you neveir have 
met There is an ideal yon that you really wish to 
be, and never have been. You do not desire to be 
vicious^ selfish, or even petty. You long to be 
good, unselfish, big-hearted, self-oontroUed. You 
do not need mueh moral teaching. It would be 
foolish for you to read this book, or any other hook, 
merely to learn what you ought to do. You know. 
So do I, about myself. Only — we do not make good. 
We need a power and a help from out beyond, a 
confidence of strength given us from the Eternal. 
We need God — and we have forgotten God. We 
need religion, for religion is just that which binds 
us close to God. 

Have we not forgotten God, you and I ? God is 
merely a Vague idea in the back of the heads of 
most of us. Of course we believe that there is a 
Deity who made all things. Certainly. Very few 
people wiU not say they recognize that there is a 
God. But day follows day and we do not think of 
Him, or entrust ourselves to Him. We forget to 
pray, and when we do pray it is more a matter of 
form than a natural going out of our heart to 
His heart Often on Sunday, that great day set 
apart by our fathers for touching Qod and resting 
in the thought of Him, we do not go to public 
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worship, or even have extara priyate deyotions. We 

are so tired, we say, on Sundays. The humdrum 
weariness of the week's labor in the home, in the 
shop, in the office^ has exhausted us. We have for- 
gotten that there is One who calls to us, ^^Come 
unto Me, all ye that labor and arc heavy laden, and 
X will refresh you." We seek not the peace that 
comes from resting our tired souls and bodies in 
the care of great everlasting arms that soothe and 
comfort us, the everlasting arms of God. We 
merely amuse ourselves on Sundays — ^and our 
Mondays reveal how small our rest has been. 

Let us tilien, in this chapter, do what perhaps we 
have not done for some time. Let us contemplate 
God. 

Let us think of Him in the past Before our 

towiio were built, ^vhon the woodland was dotted 
with the little clearings of lonely pioneers, God 
was here^ present in die lazy warmth of the 
summer, abiding in the cold of wintertime. When 
all America was quite unpopulated, save for -the 
wandering Indian hunter, God was here. The seas 
and the lakes splashed against their shores and no 
one heard, but God. Before the great. ice came 
down and carved <nir iKjrrheni continent into its 
present contour, God was here. He saw the ice 
come slowly — grinding, crushing — and as slowly 
melt away. Before there was the ice, when this 
planet of ours was a great ball of bemi-molten 
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matter, with great gas spurts exploding mileB into 
the air, God saw it all. When there came that 
prreatest of all earthly rendings^ and a large piece 
of the planet flew off into space to form the moon, 
leaving behind it what seems to have become the 
Pacific Ocean, God was not shaken. And before 
there was an earth at all, or a sun, or planets and 
stars in the splashed heavens above ns^ before 
matter came into being, for endless eternities be- 
fore, as Genesis puts it in four great words, the 
simplest and most momentous of all truths, ^^In 
the beginning, Qod*'' Think yon it is wonderful, 
therefore, that He sits serene between the Cher^ 
iibim, be the earth never so unquiet ? He has seen 
kingdoms and civilizations and earths and solar 
systems rise and wane. He knows the heart of the 
whole universe. Shall He not know the hearts of 
us men and women ? 

Again, let us contemplate God in His immensity. 
Outside your roof at night, above you are the 

stars. Men do not sec them in the city. Our 
little lights hide the greater ones. Most of us, 
however, have sometime seen them in their glory, 
— from a mountain top, it may be, or on an ocean 
voyage. An officer in the navy once said to me, 
"Chaplain, I never cared a hang about religion or 
Gk>d until I got to sea. There, walking the bridge, 
with more stars above me than I ever thought a 
sky could hold, with great leagues of tossing gray 
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waters on all four sides of me, s m el l iD g the salt 
breeze that came from Gkxl knows where and was 

going to Grod knows where, understanding what a 
tiny cockleshell my ship was, which had looked so 
big in dock) and how insignificant I was, a bit of a 
thing walking her bridge, — there I came to nnder- 
stand what folks mean when they talk of the great- 
ness of God, and His mercy, and His mystery.'* 
David felt it too, when he wrote, looking on the 
Palestinian night, ^'O Lord, what is man that thou 
carest for Him, or the son of man that thou re- 
gardest him i Man is like a smoke and a vapor, a 
thing of naught" 

If David felt that, with his limited knowledge, 
what ought we to feel ? Up and up and up we may 
go, as we now realize, and never come to the end of 
the universe. Eor if there is an end, what lies 
beyond? One must not think of it too long, or 
one's brain reels. Infinity! Forever, worlds on 
worlds! And all moving, in great sweeping orbits! 
An astronomer once told me that it was commonly 
felt that all the orbits revolved in the last analysis 
about one central pole, the very heart of the uni- 
verse. I asked him what he thought that place 
was like. He said, 'Ton must not think me 
foolish or tmscientific when I say what I do. ^^o 
one can tell what that pole must be like; but I 
do not think it is a place at all, as we understand 
place. It transcends the material, my dear 



Digitized by Google 



THE UNKNOWABLE GOD 



7 



sir* I suppose jm theologiaxiB would call tlie 

center God/' 

Who are we that we should hope to comprehend 
and dissect the Spirit which is immanent within 
these unthinkable immensities 9 In this infinite 
universe is a little star which we call the Sun. It 
is not of great magnitude. People on the I^orth 
Star, ibey tell me, if equipped with telescopes as 
big as we have on earth, might not even know that 
the Sun existed, so small it is in the Heavens, so 
faint is that light which seems to us so blazing 
bri^t Aromid this bj no means great star go 
planets, and this earth of ours is not the largest 
even of these. On this tiny bit of star dust whirl- 
ing around this star of mean magnitude are we 
human beings, so small as to be unnoticeabLe to an 
aviator a mile or more in the air. And shall we 
think that with our tiny brains we can unravel the 
mysteries of Him who made the infinite universe i 
Qod must smile in great pity when He hears men 
talking about some day finding out with material 
science the secrets of the cosmos, and of life, and 
of death. 

At the center of it all, and permeating it all, is 
the great creating Spirit whom men call God. He 
is a self-conscious, spiritual Being, not limited 
with a body such as we have, everywhere present, 
all-knowing, all*powerful, everlasting. He was 
in the beginning, and is now. 
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Then let ub contemplate Gkni as He ahall be. 
Our short earthly lives will have been lived and 

our bodies will have been buried with all oar little 
loving pomps and ceremony, in the earth from 
which they came, and our souls will have gone 
out on the great adventure, if so be we have shown 
ourselves worthy of eternal life — and God will still 
be here. Our children's children will have for- 
gotten us, and the homes we loved will have 
crumbled to stone-dust ; — and God will still be here. 
Our petty achievements will have ceased to be 
remembered, the fortunes we tried to accumulate 
will have been dissipated, the fame we fought for 
will be naught, America will be one wilh Kineveh 
and Tyre; — and God will still be here. Around * 
the sun the old planet, now growing frigid, will 
move on, and men will cease to be^ and even life 
itself can no longer withstand the terrific cold, and 
the earth will be as the moon is now; — and God 
will still be. And the material universe will be 
snu£Eed out, even as it was made, by the will of 
Gk)d; — and QoA will still be. Only God will re- 
main, and that which He has created which is 
spiritual like Himself, our souls. He was in the 
beginning. He is now, He ever shall be. Even so. 

This God loves you and me. To Him our bodily 
insigni£cance is nothing. What does size matter 
to the creator of infinity S He has made us, and 
millions of others, on tins earth and possibly in 
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thousandB of other planets. We are spirits, under 

education, housed in earthly bodies for this kinder- 
garten training which we call earthly life. He 
loves each one of us. He says, ^^I care for you 
beyond human understanding. Love me and in 
that lovo and trust find peace, to fill you with 
power, that you may become, and act here and now, 
not as sons of beasts, but as My Sons. I ask your 
love," 

But you say, "How can I love a God whom I 
cannot see, who is a great, un-understanding spirit 2 
I am a man, a woman. God ia far away, vague, 
impersonaL How can I love this God ? Without 
loving Him you say I can have no peace worth 
having, — ^no strength sufficient for real character. 
Without trusting Him you say I can find no satis^ 
fying rest in the midst of this hard old world. It 
may be so. But how can I love God ? Can I love 
that I have not known ? And how can I know Him 
as He is, when He is ever so vast and I am ever so 
limited and hampered here i I long for peace and 
power. My soul is athirst for God, even the living 
God. When shall I come to abide in the Presence 
of Gk>d ? You have prescribed an impossible thing. 
I must know God, and yet I cannot know God. He 
is not real. He is not real to me. Master, show 
us the .E'ather and it will suihce us." 

< 



Digitized by Google 



CHAPTER U 



THE KNOWABLE GOD 
G!N^OSTICS for the most part are quite right 



Christian admit that agnosties are right t Cer- 
tainly. All intelligent Christianity is based on v 
Agnosticism. Agnostics are thinking people who 
say that this God of whom we are speaking is so 
vast, so mysterious, so intangible, that man can 
never know Him as a friend; can, indeed, know 
nothing of His plans and purposes. He is a mys- 
tery beyond our human comprehension. There- 
fore, say they, why try to know Him? Why 
bother? Live along, day by day, content to be 
ignorant about Him. Do not attempt the impos- 
sible. 

Agnostics are justified in saying that it is im- 
possible for us, hampered as we are here on earth,, 
to escape from human limitations and to know the 
unlimited God. To know God is impossible, unlesB ^ 

God translates Himself into terms that we mere 
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humm folks mn unde$^nd. That is, in very 

truth, what God did. Gk)d showed us Himself in 
terms that we can comprehend. He came from 
the unlimited^ and lived among us all as man. 
''He made Himself of no reputation, and took upon 
Him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men ; and being found in fashion as a 
man. He humbled Himself and became obedient^ 
unto death, even the death of the cross. Where- 
fore is given to Him the name that is above every 
name, that at the I^ame of Jesus eveiy knee should 
bowy in heaven and in eartlL'' 

Let us understand this thing. It is of primary 
importance to anyone who wishes to know God. 
Let us consider a parable. The blazing light of the 
sun shines down. Yon cannot look at it for a single 
instant. Its light is too strons^ for jour eyes. You 
take a smoked glass and hold it up. You can now 
look upon the sun's lights because it has been trans- 
lated into terms your eyes can grasp. Take another 
parable. Over a wire comes a mighty electric 
current. You cannot use it. It is too powerful for 
jour motor. It would bum the thing, melt it, ruin 
it. You shunt the current off into a resistance box 
and transform it to a voltage which is usable. It 
bums on longer. Your motor is not destroyed but 
empowered. Think of another and still a better 
parable. There comes to you a little child wh,o. 
sajs^ "Please explain how enguies make, trains go." 
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How do you do itt Do you talk to the child in the 
tenoB of youT mature knowledge of medianics f If 

you do the child will never understand. No, you 
must for the moment put yourself on the child's 
own leveL and give your explanation in terms of 
the child's own meagre experience. Your explana- 
tion will not' be adequate^ but it will be as adequate 
as possible. 

^ Jesus Christ is the glass through which we see 
God. He is the resistance box through which the 

eternal forces pass that they may touch and not 
consume us. God said, "Behold these men on the 
eartt. They are but diildren. I wish them to 
know me and love me. They cannot understand 
unless I explain to them the intinit^ in terms of 
their own e^[>erienoe. In the ages to come they 
shall see me face to f aoe, but not now. They are 
but children. I shall reveal myself as one of them. 
I shall take their flesh upon me, limit myself as 
they are limited, and let them learn to know and 
love me so." 

**Impo88ible," you say. "He could not leave 
Heaven vacant." Heaven is not a place. Think 
you because Christ walked the earth as man that 
He was not also in other ways present everywhere t 
He may have become incarnate for a million worlds 
beside this, if men are on them. Puzzle not your 
head trying to confine, limit, and constrain the 
Eternal One. Look at that which is before you, — 
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Jesus God-made-man. He is no mere man, no 
meie prophet, no mere teacher. Jesus is our Qod. 

Would you know God in terms of babyhood? 
Go to Bethlehem's stable. Would you see Qod as 
a child? The temple and the home of Nazareth* 
As a young man setting out upon his labors ? The 
baptism at the Jordan. As a workingman ? The 
carpenter shop. As a friend? Bethany. As a 
teacher? The Mount As a man tempted of 
flesh and devil 9 The mldemess. As one in 
sorrow? The weeping over Jerusalem. As one 
in bitter loneliness ^ Gethsemane. As one in 
pain and death's dark agonies t The Cross. 
Jesos is Qod) the only God we human folks can 
ever understand. Therefore it is that when 
we Christians pray we iinish the prayer with the 
words '^throu^ Jesus Christ" That i^ the only 
way we can see and touch our God, — through 
Jesus Christ 

Men rarely come to know all at once that Jesus 
is God. It is usually a gradual process. 

The first step is to perceive in Jesus a good, 
true, honest, noble, simple man; to admire His 
siagle-heartedness in the midst of a world of fuss 
and foolishness; to covet that strength of His 
wherewith He persisted in a plan regardless of 
threats and even of martyrdom ; to commend His 
charity toward others. His refusal to scold such 
sinners as the grafter Zacchaaus, the fallen Mag- 
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daleii, or even those who cruci£ed Him; to saj^ 
''This Oalileean carpenter is much beyond any 
man I know ia real achievement of human 

character.'* 

There are many people whose Christianity goes 
just ahont that far, and no farther* Thaty how- 
ever^ is but the beginning. 

The next step is to set one*s self to the task of 
becoming like Him, as far as one can, to seek to 
imitate Him^ to ivork hard to follow His example. 
Most people never honestly try that. I wonder 
how much you and I have really tried to be like 
Jesus. We abstractly recognize that He is a noble 
fellow; but we get so busy making money, or seek- 
ing prestige and honor in the world, or chasing 
pleasure of one sort or another, or cultivating our 
minds, or developing our personalities, or admir- 
ing ourselves, or something or other else, that we 
really try little to live like Him. And because this 
is so, to most people the Christian religion is of 
very little real importance. Jesus says of many of 
us, of all of us a good part of the time, the same 
thing, with the same sorrow, which he said of many 
in the long ago, — "Tliis people's heart is waxed 
gross, and their ears are dull of hearing^ and their 
eyes they have dosed, and so I ewnmot heal Hheim/* 

But if we have followed after Him, honestly and 
even if imperfectly, for awhile, although we may 
have started to do so merely because we thought 
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He was an admirable man, He gradually reveals 
His true self, more and more. They who do the 
deeds of the Gospel shall know the truth of the 
GospeL Some day it flashes over us that the saints 
of all the ages have not been fools, and that the 
Christian Church in her creeds has not been utter- 
ing the arrant nonsense that many derer people 
say she has; that this Jesus is really God Al- 
mighty come among us men; that He is alive for- 
evermore ; that in very truth He does reveal God in 
all His power and friendship to us mortals; that 
when we pray to Him, God hears; that to go to 
Communion is to touch God; that to hear Jesus' 
words is to hear God speak ; and that to walk the 
streets of earth with Him is to tread the courts of 
Heaven. 

That is what "getting converted*' really means. 
To get converted is not to stand up and say, "I ae* 
cept Jesus as my Saviour/' without knowing what 

those words really mean ; it is not to hit a trail and 
shake some iiery evangelist by the hand; it is not 
merely to say, "I wish to turn over a new leaf and 
be a more decent sort from now on." It is far, far 
more than that. It is to awake to the amazing reali- 
zation that God is not far off, unknown and un- 
knowable ; that He is not some vaguely recognized 
abstraction which may be acknowledged and th^ 
put out of one's mind, like gravitation and the 
ether: but that God is Jesus, walking still among 
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QB meokf hearing us pray, blessing ns in sacramentB, 
our loving friend^ toucuhed with every feeling of 

our infinnities, but at the same time God of God, 
Light of Light, Very God of Very God. 

Truly blessed are the eyes which see the things 
which Christians see, for we have found God. Ko 
more can we be utterly lonesone for, though all 
men may have left ns^ Jesus walks with us, and 
He is God. No more can we despair, even though 
all be black arouiid us. Beside us in the dark, 
He stands. We talk to Him, and He hears. It 
is He who touches us in bread and wine at the 
Altar. Hia Holy Presence ennobles our offices, 
our shops, our kitchens and our schoolrooms. He 
eats at our tables and is known in the breaking 
of bread. We wake in the nighty and find Him 
near. Wars and confusions may overtake us, na- 
tion destroy nation, and blood flow out like water; 
cathedrals and civilizations may crash about our 
heads before those guns which human science, 
minus God, has made; but Jesus moves among us, 
promising that truth and justice and brotherhood 
and mercy and peace shall not perish from the 
eartL Sickness or age may weaken our physical 
frames; but as the body writhes and gasps and 
shudders at the pain, Jesus still shines in our 
souls undimmedi Death comes, the great bogie of 
all the ages since man was, and crashes over us; 
but with Him in the passing forth we fear no ill. 
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Blessed are the eyes wbieh see the things which 

we see, for tnily I tell you that many prophets 
and kings have desired to see the things which we 
see and have not seen them, and to hear the things 
which we hear and have not heard them. We do 
not deserve this friendship with Grod. All we can 
dO; in service to Him and to our fellow men, His 
brothers as He calls ns, can never repay Qod's love 
'Vho for ns men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven and took flesh by the Holy Spirit^ of 
the Virgin Mary^ and was made man.'' 

There is someone who reads these words and who 
says lo himself or herself, "I wish I could feel 
that. I wish I could believe it. I wish I might 
know GKmL Jesus does not mean that to me^ 
Hymns of adoration addressed to Him sound forced 
to me. Pageantry of worship offered to Him seems 
extravagant, bizarre, unreal. To me He is not God. 
Understand me. I do not deny what you have 
written. I know that it is this very belief you 
speak of that has made iho haj)p y saints, the noble 
martyrs, the whole blessed company. But I, I am 
unfortunate. Possibly I am lacking in some re- 
ligious sensitiveness. I have never once felt Jesus 
thrilling me with His Deity/' 

My friend, do not despair. !N'either did even 
His twelve chosen ones for a long time know Him 
so. In all the ages many of Jesus' greatest follow- 
ers have been found of Him and have found Him 
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only after jeais of aearohing. If ever you are to 
find Him, though, comrade, two things are neces- 
sary. One is that you must really from your heart 
show Jesus that you are trying to imitate Him, 
seeking to become like Him in humility^ in sim- 
plicity^ of life, in kindliness, in nnseMshness, in 
regardlessness of the subtle lures of luxury and 
ease and pride. That is the first thing. You must 
be attempting honestly to do the deeds of Him 
if you are ever to know the love of Him. And 
second, you must never think that you have ex- 
plored the depths of Christianity until you have 
f omid Him as your Qod, Do not be satisfied with 
any pale shadow, any sugary sentimentalizing, any 
philosophical explaining away, any watered down 
substitute for the comradeship of Christ* If you 
remember these two things^ — if yon imitate Him as 
best you may, and if you keep seeking Him in the 
hope that haply you may find Kim, — you will find 
Him. Often the finding of Him comes in days 
of yonthy and even of childhood. Happy are they 
who meet Him so. It may come in the midst of 
your busiest years ; when some great sorrow bursts 
over you ; or some great pain. It may be not until 
you are old and gray and weak^ and those years 
have come wherein you say, have no pleasure 
in them.'' The vision may come so slowly and 
gradually that you hardly know when or how it 
came; or it may break over you witih a blinding 
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flash as it did over St Paul on the load to Damas- 

cus. How, or when, I know not. I do know that 
the time will come, and you will find Him, and will 
oiy, with Thomas the heloved doubteri ^^Mj Lord 
and My God I'' Then yon will know that whereof 

we speak who have seen Him. Blessed are the eyes 
which see Jesus, who is ^^the image of the Invisible 
God.'' 
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CHAPTER 111 



THE HEROIC GOD 



E began in this book bj meditating upon 



■ ■ God, the Eternal One^ the AU-poweiful, the 
All-extensive^ the Everlasting. In the seoond 

chapter we considered how for us men and for our 
salvation, because He loved us and pitied our 
human limitations, GhxL translated Himself into 
terms we oonld all understand. He became in- 
carnate, took our human nature, was born, lived, 
worked, loved, helped, suffered, that we might see, 
in human terms, , the invisible Deitj. He is still 
incarnate, walking unseen but real among u& Our 
God is no transcendent mystery, biit a human 
deity, a god brought down to our own scale, whose 
friendliness and kindliness and helpfulness we 
ean f eeL 

III this chapter let us meditate upon the Cross. 

Of course Christ's whole life is significant. Too 
much we remember Him in terms only of Beth- 
lehem and Calvary. Too little we think of His 
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contacts wilih people, especially siimers like us, 

"when He was physically here. Possibly if we re- 
membered them more it would help us to know how 
He regards us now. It may be it would help us to 
he more kindly to our fellow-ainners. He never 
scolded, exc-ept ior pretence in religion, for the 
proud display of the outward shell of it while the 
heart was conceited and evil within. That He 
thundered against But with those at whom the 
world casts stones . and sneers, — the harlots, the 
vicious, the drunkards, the down-and-outs, — ^He 
ate and drank and made f riends, and tried to 
show them how with His friendly help they could 
become real human beings, no matter how low they 
might have fallen. He would not stone the Mag- 
dalen. ^^Daughter^i He said, ^^I condemn thee not. 
Go and sin no more.'' He did not curse the graft- 
ing Zacchaeus when He saw him perched in the 
sycamore tree. "Come down, Zacchaeus," He bade 
him, "for to-daj I shall dine with you". To the 
thief He promised, '^To-day shalt thou be with Me 
in Paradise." To the woman who had suffered 
terribly the physical punishment for inmiorality. 
He said ^^Go in peace, thy faith hath saved thee.'' 
So He loved the world. So He loves the world. 
So He loves you and me. He knows our limita- 
tions. He asks hot that we perfectly and at once 
succeed, hat only that w© keep on trying, honestly, 
to become real human beings. His hand is lifted 
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not ix> repulse us but to help us, to lift us up, to 

strenertheii and encourage us. "The Son of Man 
came not into this world to condemn the world, but 
that the world throu^ Him mig^t be saved.'^ 

It is, however, of Calvary that I wish you would 
think more particularly just now. 

Let us be oareful to remember the Gross with 
the proper attitude of mind. Let us noi pily Je8Ufl» 
What a caricature of religion is that of one who 
pities Him cruci£ed, as though the Cross were 
merely an instrument of pain and defeat. Why f 
Because tears and blood are there? Do we merely 
pity the heroic man who in Xo-man's-land gasped 
out his last painful breath, merely pity Edith 
Oavelly merely pity the wounded soldier who came 
baek blind ? Surely we are not stupid enough to see 
in them nothing more than the pitiable. Far less, 
then, may we pity Christ as He goes to Jerusalem, 
is tried, convicted on false evidence^ beaten, spat 
upon, thomKmywned, mocked, murdered Many 
people seem to regard Him through it all as a poor, 
mistreated weakling. In their hearts and tones of 
voice they give to Him that name which the apos^ 
tate emperor Julian applied to Him, — ^^'the pale 
Galileean." This figure who a[>proaches in quiet 
simplicity, with unostentatious grit^ the fate meted 
out by human wickedness, is by no means a weak- 
lings unable to help Himself. This figure is none 
other than He ^Vho, being in the form of God, 
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thon^t it no robbery to 1)e equal with God.'' This 

Crucified figure is that of supreme, omnipotent 
siiccees, Witk one effort He could have destroyed 
His oppresBorSi pnniahed His levilersy saved His 
life; — yes, and prevented forever the splendid 
power of His example over the lives of men, and 
ninied all the purpose of His coming to earth at 
all. He had said, if I be Uf ted up, mU draw 
all men unto Me''. He has been so drawing them 
ever since. He draws them now. 

He draws real men and real women, — not 
oowardsy not eringers, not compromisers, not 
sycophants, not those who delight in softness and 
ease and enervating luxury. He attracts no such. 
They would rather have polite ethical cultures or 
expurgated Buddhism or faiths which deny pain 
and sin and reality. They wish none of the re- 
ligion of the Cross. But He still does attract real 
men and women, and that, thank God, still means 
most of the human race. 

A weakling? Jesus? I love to think of Him 
big, brawny as He must have been from labor at 
the carpenter's bench, mi^^ty among men* I like 
to think of arms of muscle stretched upon that 
Cross. I like to remember how silly were those 
who stood beneath it and said, ^^He saved others. 
Himself He cannot save.'' IVhen I remember that 
He could have used His mighty power for Himself, 
and that it was only for you and for me and for all 
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men 1]iat He lefuaed to do it^ I cannot pity Him. 
One cannot pity a hero like that One is pennitted 
to adore Him. 

And adoration grows each moment that we look 
on Him^ contemplating such complete saxnifioe, 
such utter selflessness. Pain plus pain. Added to 
all the physical woe, there is that which is the 
crowning blow^ man's ingratitude. Even to that 
did He humble Himself. ^^He was in the world, 
and the world was made by Him, and the world 
knew Him not. He came unto His own, and His 
own received Him noU" Even to the death of the 
Gross He came, even to that gibbet reserved for the 
lowest grades of crimiuals; to the Cross, upon 
which no Eoman citizen might ever, by law^ be 
hanged; to the Grossi between two murderous 
thieves ; to the Cross, below which yawning soldiers 
played at dice. 

He who was hanged upon that Gross is the 
supreme success among all the sons of men. Would 
you bdiold the Superman ? Here is the Superman. 

Do you believe it? Have you the faith of the 
penitent thief? Have you vision enough to turn 
and say to Him gibbeted, ^'Lord, Lord, remember 
me, when thou corned inh Thy Kingdomf* 

It takes faith to believe in the Triumph of the 
Cruci&ed. It may have been easier to believe in 
the days when the world seemed more inclined to 
ac^owledge His suzerainty. It is not easy to-day. 
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Behold Hiose who call themselves His f ollowexs. 

See how they deny His law of love, murderous in 
hate at the kill^ goarling for very exhaustion when 
the kill is done. See how all society, indnstiy, 
politics, business, are stiU conducted after nineteen 
hundred years, with a cynical frankness, on the 
purely pagan principle of self-interest. Ten years 
a^ we blind folks used to flatter ouiaelyeB that 
our ciTilisation was Christian. Do you remem> 
ber? The war came. We now must face things 
as they are. We must see the world as it really 
is. Civilization stands stripped, stark-naked. It 
is hideously disgusting! That remarkable title 
which Edward Carpenter gave one of his books, 
CivUimtion: Its Cause and Cure, seems less 
bizarre than once it did. Christ cries from His 
Cross: "My Kingdom is built upon love, upon 
self-sinking. Greatness comes through taking up 
the cross of voluntary self-sacrifice and coming 
after Me. There is no other way. This is the 
Royal Way, the Way of the Cross." And behold 
a civilization based frankly upon exactly the op- 
posite principle, — ^that achievement is a matter of 
force and coercion, that to be succeesf ul means to 
loll at ease while others serve one's needs. 

While we are contemplating the Cross, all life 
around ns, all our civilization, is crying out to us 
the futility of the Cross. TTot in so many words. 

Civilization is too polite to denounce Christ. But 
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it is sneering at HinL Listen. Hear its eomment, 

rolling up from the city, from the country. Listen. 

Don't get excited while these preachers 
talk to yon about the Oross of Christ Keep oooL 
Keep steady. Keep sane. It is all very well to 
honor Christ as a good fellow. Surely we all do 
that But from the point of view of practical 
business, sodal position, good polities, sane BE' 
tional policy, and that sort of thing, this Jesus is 
an impossible idealist, a dreamer of ITtojuas, Hear 
Jesus. Platter Him. Patronize Him. Conven- 
tionalize Hinu But don't be fool enough to obey 
Hinu'' 

(How the Pharisees on Calvary chuckled. They 
had saved their bacon. He was dying. How the 
Sadduoees lau|^ed and rubbed their gleeful hands. 
They had saved the dirty bargain by which they 
sold religion for the sake of Jewish safety guaran- 
teed by Caesar. How the wise and the prudent did 
lejoiee.) 

Do we Ixdieve liim to be our King, demandiug 
as of right our worship, our lives, our bodies and 
souls^ our loTe, to do with as He wills, not as we 
will; demanding as of right that we be not con- 
formed to the spirit of this world but trans- 
formed by His Spirit; demanding as of right that 
we reuounce the Devil and all his works, the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world, and the 
sinful lusts of the £esh, so that we will not follow 
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or be led by them t Aionnd us mo^es the heedless 
world. Men contenm and laugh at Him. Hear 
them. "He saved others. Himself He cannot 
save. Christianily has failed. Jesus has failed. 
His idealism has proved unworkable. We have no 
king but Caesar I Come, let us enjoy the good 
things of the present, grabbing all we can, scramb- 
ling over one another to pluck the orchids of passion 
and luxury. Jesus is dying ? He is done for, you 
poor fools, standing there lookini:^ on His Cross. 
You poor, medieval, old-fashioned dears^ come on 
and let the poor fool die.'' 

All through the age s the world and its wisdom 
have bade men recognize that Christ was wrong! 
But somehow the world is ever failing to bring 
about either social security or personal happiness; 
while those who have had the faith to believe Him 
more right and in the end more powerful than 
those who once did murder Him, and still would 
murder Him, are the ones who best promote 
common welfare and also most attain to personal 
joy in living. Before every man God hangs cruci- 
fied. In the ears of every man sounds the plausible 
patter of the world. Eveiy man must decide 
whether or not Oirist is a deluded and ineffectiye 
failure or a heroic success worth following where- 
soever He may lead. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE SAVING GOD 

HOW does Christ's doatk really help us 'i Mere 
adoration of an heroic example does not get us 
very far after alL The Christian Creed says very 
distinctly that it was ^^also for us'' that He suffered 
and died. We read in ihu liible that "lie bore our 
sins in His body on the tree." What do such 
things mean i 

In the earnest bat crudely ignorant times of a 
century ago, as the great migrations moved out 
across the continent, among the people moved fiery 
preachers^ more full of zeal than of knowledgei 
one is afraid, who popularized in America the idea 
that when Christ died on the Cross He paid to an 
angry iE'ather the penalty of our wickednesses so 
that we who had done the wrong might escape what 
was due ue, * This idea was taken and ridiculed 

* This mechanical way of looking at God's dealings with 
JIB men was tbe produet of later weBtem or Latin Ohris- 
tianity, in the first place. It kept growing during the 
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and punched full of holes by the late Tom Paine 
and the late Robert IngersolL In attacking this 
awful idea that God could expect and desiie to 
punish an innocent son in place of the guilty these 
so-called Atheists were not attacking the Christian 
religion at all. They were in arms against a gross 
perversion of it^ an Augustinian mistake sternly 
exaggerated by John Calvin and the Puritans, and 
propagated largely by the circuit-riders. You will 
find no such teaching in the Creed of ancient Chris- 
tendom. AU that Creed says is that Jesua suffered ^ 
and died "for usJ* It does not say that He suffered 
and died "in our place" "instead of us" Of 
course not. Even the most believing Christians go 
on suffering. For our mistakes and sins we pay. 
A man may live a loose life in relationship to 
women. The mere later acceptance of Jesus will 
not prevent his payings possibly in impaired con- 
stitution and in disease^ certainly in anguish of 
mind, the ]>enaUy of his misdeeds. Many a peni- 
tent has seen the light, repented, been baptized, and 
yet found that the horrid memory of the life that 
once was is a diing he can never lose. Gk)d heals 

Middle Ages, but it received its most vigorous statement 
in the fifteenth century at the hand of John Calvin, a very 
great man in many ways but one who regarded God as 
a harsh and stern sovereign rather than as a kindly friend. 
He and his followers, both on the Continent and later In 
Scotland and in Puritan England, thoufi^t more in terms 
of the Old Ttotament than in terms of Jesus and the Kew 
Testament. 
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the disease of sm, but the acars of its ravage no 
man can escape. That same Bible whidi has often 

been quoted, in twisted statement, for making men 
beHeve that Christ died instead of us, suffered in 
our place, says nothing more true than these words, 
of St Paul, ^'Be not deceived. God is not mocked. 
That which a man sows, he must also reap.*' 

Yet it was truly for us that He suffered, to help 
us, to assist us. His ability to help us comes from 
the very fact that life brought against Him all the 
burdens of evil, all the darts of misfortune, all the 
blows of disaster, — ^and He remained uncrushed. 
Even the blinding moment of death itself, that 
most fearful of all experiences. He faced without 
flinching. Because He did all this He can reach 
out hands of helpfulness to us, struggling through 
life, contending against its difficulties, awed bj its 
ogre-like mystery. 

Cowards cannot imderstand Jesus or be helped 
by Hinu People who at the first finding that life 
is a hard thing try to hide in material luxury and 
amusement, or in some cowardly philosojihy which 
denies the existence of evil and pain, cannot com- 
prehend the Gross. First of all, we must be brave. 
It is not pessimistic, it is not morbid, to look facts 
in the face. This life of ours is no beer and 
skittles. 

Have you ever read that remarkable novel by 
Hugh Walpole, called ^Tortitude" t It was one of 
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Walpole's earlier ones and possibly the best thing 
he has done. A young man has everything in his 
grasp) a success in his literary professiony a wife 
And child, money, ^ends, popularity* Then, one 
by one, each thing is removed. His wife deserts 
him. His child dies. His power as a craftsman 
is lost in petty thoughts. His popularity is of 
yesterday. His friends desert him. Finally, alone 
He stands and wrestles with the God of things as 
they are, face to face with life. 

We all go y&tj truly through something like that 
prooess. In youth we will not believe it Life here 
and now must be mostly joy. Before us lie in rose- 
colored hue the mountains and the valleys of to- 
morrow. We will not see the people all around 
us or, if we do, we think that somehow, by a 
mighty miracle, we shall have a career quite differ- 
ent from theirs. Sooner or later we wake from that 
rosy dream. Then is the real testing time of our 
lives, when we see life as the grim thing that it is, 
when we realize that here we have no continuing 
city, when we see that we can attain to only a por^ 
Han, and that a small one, of our ambition, when 
we oome to know pain, when sorrow comes suddenly 
upon us, when the burdens of ingratitude oppress. 
Have we strength enough to endure this thing 
ealled life! When youth passes and at length is 
gone, can we go through this queer existence that 
is so sorrow-f ul, and that ends apparently in feeble- 
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ness, disease,^ a panting breath, and darkness? 

God is testing us out. This earth is a school. 
Says the Holy Writ» ''Whom the Lord loves He 
chastens, and scourges every son whom He re- 
ceives." Face life, face pain, face sickness, face 
sorrowi face futility in earthly career. Face them, 
I say. Dare youf 

Now see how Christ can help. 

Have you never felt that a thing was impossihle 
for you or for anyone else until you found someone 
who had actually done it before you? A mo&er 
lies expectant of her first child, feeling the first 
intimations of her agony, terrorized at the coming 
pain. Beside her stands some other woman, one 
who has liome children. The expectant one looks 
on her, grips her hand, feels the serenity of her, 
and knows that she too has strength for travail. 
A man stands by ids boy's bedside, and sees the 
little chap gasping out bis last breath. He cannot 
bear it. Another comes to him, puts his ami 
around his sobbing shoulders, and says, ^^Oourage, 
old man. I lost my boy, too. I have borne it" 
From the touch and the voice come strength. That 
other has won the right and the ability to help. 
A youth finds his great romance shattered. The 
woman whom be loves proves unfaithful, and dis- 
cards him for another man, older, richer than he. All 
the world is black until someone comforts him with 
the sure knowledge that broken hearts have mended 
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heretofore. A boy has to his tenor fallen into a 
secret vice which breaks his heart but whieh he 

fearfully believes can neither be overcome nor for- 
given. A man of maturity knows it^ and says, 
^^Souy I felt that way onee^ but I won out You 
oan do so too/' A statesman devotes his life to a 
great ideal, dreams of it, sacrifices for it, — an ideal 
which will save untold sufEermg to his nation and 
the world* He oonfidently offers it as his magnum 
opus, his great service to the world; and finds it 
defeated at the polls. He cannot stand the blow, 
until from out the past come others like him, and 
whisper, ^Tatienee. We endured also. Bear up. 
Your humility must supplant your humiliation." 

It is in this way, only more fully, that Jesus 
Christ crucified helps us. All that we endure in 
little, He endured supremely. '^He learned obedi* 
ence by the things which He suffered, and being 
made perfect, He became the author of eternal 
salvation to those which obey Him." 

See how his life is a failure, as men judge fail- 
ure. The crowds vviiich once followed Ilim to the 
Mount and about the seashore forsake Him* His 
very Apostles disappoint Him. They quarrel 
even about His sacramental table. They sleep in 
the garden. Otic betray i> Him for a little money. 
They flee when He is judged. What has become 
of the happy dream of a whole world following 
Him into the millenium t Gone, all of it He is 
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led out to die, billeted witk a farcical title, spit at, 
derided, — ^a f ailiiie. 

"Men and women", He says to us, ''see what 
life really is, even for the Most Perfect One. I 
know. I understand* The rose color has faded 
into the li^t of common day. Eomance has 
proven but the irate way to an humdrum domes- 
ticity. The children you rejoiced in have grown 
up and forgotten you, more than you had deemed 
possible. Leaping ambition has become confined 
into the limitations of a tiny, useful, but monoton- 
ous niche in life. Friends you trusted have proved 
false or have grown fond of others and left you* 
Pain and sickness have broken your body. Over 
you coino slowly the hurts of dec lining life. Your 
hope, too, for the world, your dream of industrial 
justice, of international love, of the ending of war, 
of the coming of the Kingdom — ^all seem to you 
thwarted at -length by the incurable stupidity of 
man. You are tired, my child. You will not con- 
fess it to the world. You put a brave face on 
things. You se^ to smile and hide the pain. Yes, 
my child, but I know. 

«WeU I know Thy trouble;, 

0 My servant trae^ 

Thou art very weary. 

1 was weary too. 

But that toil shall make thee 

Someday all Mine own; 
And the end of sorrow 

Shall be near My Throne.^' 
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He did not die in jour place. He died and lives 

that yoii, remembering it and touching Him, may 
have courage, now that your turn has come to face 
things as thej are^ to live^ suffer^ die like a leal 
man, a Teal woman. His hand is always near yon. 
Fight on, comrades. "In this world", He assures 
us, ^^ye ahall have tribulation, but be of good cheer. 
I have oveieome the world." 

It is because of this that the Holy Communion is 
and always must be the main service of Chriaten- 
dom, — ^that great^ warm, pulsing, life-giving service 
which alone of all forms of worship Cbrist pre- 
scribed for us. Of its nature T shall say more in the 
last chapter. Just here let us recall it as the great 
comradeship of sacrificers. In it we offer Jesus to 
God, lifting up on high that bread and wine that 
He said He would use wherein to meet us. You 
possibly remember those old words which we say, 
tzying to put into human language that lifting up 
of the Perfect Sacrifice to Him : **Wherefore we, 
Thy humble servants, do celebrate and make, here 
before Thy Divine Majesty, with these Thy holy 
gifts, which we now offer unto Thee, the memorial 
Thy Son hath commanded us to make, having in 
remembrance His blessed passion and precious 
deatL" And then we venture to add our own im- 
perfect beings to that Perfect Jesus, and we say to 
God, ''Here we offer and present nnto Thee mu- 
selves, our souls and bodies." We join our strug- 
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glingy failmgy striving lives to His life tiiat He may 
give us imdeistanding stiengtlu 

Every Lord's day, at millioiis of altars, men 

thus lift Iliiti u]>, saying "We offer Him, the Per- 
fect One, and ourselves, so imperfect, with. Him,'* 
All back through the centuries also the great ones 
of the earth have done the same, saying ^^Look on 
Hiiii and help us to be like Him. So shall we not 
fail, so shall we not be crushed by life, so shall we 
live indeed." In the Communion He gave the 
saints what He gives us, — Himself, His Presence, 
the touch of Him, — so that they, rising in His 
stren^h, went out and faced life and death, xukr 
afraid* 
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THE BLESSED COMPANY 

PON this Rock wiU I build My Church and 



^ the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it." 
What was the Eook of which Our Lord was 
speaking! 

St. Peter liad just said to liim, ''Tliou art 
the Christ, the Son of the Living Gk>d." Jesus 
tamed to him and said, 'Teter^ your name means 
a Tock« Well on iked Bock, the rock of your eon- 
fesbion of Me as jour God, I am going to build My 
Church, against which the gates of Hell can never 
prevail unto the ages of the ages." If we would be 
of His OhuTch, it is demanded of us that there be 
acknowledgment that He is our God. We must 
believe that. Then, if we believe, and if we are 
sorry for the sin and weakness in our life, Christ 
has asked us to be baptized, to have water applied 
to us with a prayer which He appointed. He has 
assured us that when any person is so baptized, 
He will reach out from the invisible Heaven and 
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toueh that penon, deansiiig him f roni sin and 
accepting him for His own diild by adoption^ en- 
tering into solemn league and covenant with liim, 
givixig him a birth into a new kind of life. In 
baptism we are made members of Christy — as dose 
to Him as hands and feet, — diildren of Qoi, and 
actual inheritors, here and now, if we continue 
near Him, of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

The Churchy f omided on dedieaUan of lives to 
Him, to His service, to imitating Him, to trying 
to love and serve Him, is the body, the corporate 
miityy of His friends. You are a member of it, if 
so be you have been baptized. It may be He 
touched you with His blessing when you were a 
tiny baby. It may be you were not made His 
until you were old enough to remember it If you 
are baptized you are a member of His Blessed 
Company, and entitled, if you do your part, to all 
the joys of comradeship laid up for those who love 
n im> 

Think for a while of the Ohurdi of which you 

are a member. Not St. Blank's parish. That is not 
the Church to which you belong. That is only a 
tiny segment of it Not the diocese of this or that 
That is bat a small fragment of it Not merely 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America. That is not alL Not merely 
the so-called AngHean oommunion. It indudes 
eveiy person who^ believing Jesus God, has been 
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baptized into comradeship with Him. In it are 
all the Methodists and Presbyterians and Lutherans 
and Baptists and Disciples and most old time 
Ooogr^gatioxialists and the United Biethren. 
and many other sorts. Some sorts of Protestants 
have abandoned belief in the central fact that Jesus 
is God. The Unitarians have done so. So have 
the Christian Scientists. So have many Oongre- 
gationalists. They are not members of the Chris- 
tian brotlierliood at all. Jesus is not their God, 
But all the rest of these Protestant brethren belong 
to your Chuich. They may in various ways have 
abandoned parts, precious parts, of the good things 
which Christ founded for His people, but Jesus is 
still their God. They are baptized into Him. And 
then in your Ohnreh are all the Greek and Russian 
Orthodox believers and all the Eoman Catholics 
too. You belong to a Church with millions of 
members living on thia earth this moment 

Sometimes you and I get to thinking, as we look 
over our own little congi-oi^ations, that we are some- 
what in the position of Elijah of old. 'We feel like 
dying as he did^ ^^We indeed have been very 
zealous for the Lord; but the children of Israel 
have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down Thine 
♦ altars, slain Thy prophets; and we, even we only, 
are left" Make no mistake. The gates of hell 
have not prevailed against the Chureh, nor will 
they. Gr course the great majority even of the 
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Ooeidental wofld is still pagan. Tlie great major* 

ity of our country, for all practical purposes, is 
pagan. Do not let that worry you. That has al- 
ways been so. Christ never told us that the Church 
oould he a means of saving everybody. It can 
never include or help much the wilfully selfish 
many. Cnly a fool judges the Church, or any 
congregation, by the mmher of people in it The 
kind of people, the sincerity of them, the sacrifices 
of them, the humility of them, their faithfulness to 
Christ their GK>d, — ^all these things are what count. 
There is, to be sure, tremendous work before the 
Church, to bear witness for Jesus and His philos- 
ophy and His helpfulness in these terrible days. 
There is that; but we must not give way to panic 
We belong to a Church of powerful strengdi, a 
Church which has Christ's own promise that as 
long as it remains true to its belief in Him as God 
and tries to foUow Him as God, the gates of hell 
cannot prevail against it It has faults, certainly, 
for its members are but fallible human beings. It 
is split into segments, true; but the sins of self- 
will, self-seeking, pride, and stubbonmess which 
once tore the Church aie being repented of. Cath- 
olics and Protestant-s are prajing every year at 
certain seasons for reunion. Courtesy and sym- > 
pathy are growing among us. And the Episcopal 
Church, through its Commission on Faith and 
Crder, is even now carrying on its plan whereby, 
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in a few years, under God, all Christians, Catholic 
and Protestant; may meet together in one great 
ecumenical^ world-wide confexenoe, and discius 
how we may again be one body with one another 
and one bodv with Jesus our cominon Master. 

Consider then the great world-wide Church of 
living sonls on earth to which you belong. But do 
not stop there. That too is only a part of the 
Church. In Jesus there is no such thing as death. 
The Christians of the past have not perished. In 
their present state of life, they also are living 
members of Christ's Church. Their efforts for the 
Church of Jesus are even more efficacious than 
ours, for they know more and can work better. Try 
to Tisualize, by an effort of your imaginationi these 
f ellow-Chiirchmen of the past m earth and of the 
present now in Christ's reality. 

Open our eyes, O Lord, that we may see the 
company of Thy saints I They are not present in 
any one plaoe^ but we, limited here in human 
bodies, must imagine them so if we would make 

« 

them real to ourselves 
Behold blessed Mary, the Mother of Jesus, most 

beautiful of all the saints, most wonderful of all 
women. See her gracious face, lined with the 
sorrows of that life wherein a sword of grief en- 
tered into the vety soul of her, the sword of longing 

mother love. Here is Peter, too, the headstrong, 
stubborn fisherman, first to acknowledge Jesus as 
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God* See Paul, his diseased body dominated by 

his mighty spirit, his tired face radiant with faith 
and hope and love. There is John the Evangelist^ 
youngest of all the twelve^ bent now with an hun- 
dred years of earthly life, looking on us, even as 
Lc did with his half-blind eves, thuse eyes which 
had seen visions on Patmos Isle, on his congrega- 
tion in Ephesus. He draws the sign of the Oross 
oyer us in blessing and says, 'Xittle children, a 
new commandment I give unto yon. Let us love 
one another." Look on sainted Polycarp, he who 
from the fire of his martyrdom cried, '^Eighty and 
six years have I served Him; and shall I deny 
Him now?" Behold Ambrose, who hesitated not 
to expel even an emperor from Christ's communion 
because he lived a life of tyranny* Look on Augus- 
tine, who, in days more distressing than ours, 
wrote of the inevitable triumph of God's love and 
justice, even while the barbarians were toppling 
over civilization all about him; and Monica his 
mother, she who prayed so faithfully all the years 
her son lived in pride and riot and vice, until her 
prayer was heard and he was found by Jesus. 

And who are these, iMs band of heroes, men, 

women, tiny children, singing such praises to 
Christ ^ These are they who sang long years ago, 
while deep in undertone rose the hoarse cry of the 
mobs in the amphitheatre above and around them, 

"To the lionb with these Christians 1" They sang 
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to Sesoa, though the beasts rushed out. Look, toO| 
at Prisca and Aquila and the viTgin martyrs with 

them, they who submitted to torture, maiming, 
rape, murder, rather than deny Him who had loved 
them unto the death of the Cross* 

And now we see them coming in such great 
throngs that we can scarce recognize them at alL 
There is gaunt John the Gbldenmouthed of Con* 
stantinople, the fearless challenger of wicked and 
exploiting respectability. There is Bernard, who 
saved France when anarchy reigned. There is 
Benedict^ whose monks kept learning alive when the 
earlier harbarianff straffed the world. See Augus- 
tine and his monks, who, hmding in England with 
their crucifix before them, won our motherland for 
Christ away from gods of cruelly and liate. Boniface 
and Willibrord, — ^they carried the Gospel into the 
great Teutonic forests to the northward, those dread 
and Druid-haunted balls. There i s Anselm and that 
greater Archbishop, Thomas of Canterburfy who 
stood for religion in England against the command 
of haughty kings. There are Laud and King 
Charles the Martyr, who stood for religion in Eng- 
land against the equally haughty and unrighteous 
commands of mobs of eommoners, St. Francis, 
lover of the poor, and St. Clara, his co-worker. 
Frederick Maurice and Charles Kingsley and Lud- 
low, Pusey and l^ewman and £eble, Samuel and 
John Wesley, are but a few of Englidbmen we see. 
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Of ]K6zoic mission keioes there are Jackaon Eem- 
per^ Bishop Whipple from the Indians of Minne- 
sota, Livingston from Africa, Williams from the 
South Seas, Selwyn from Australia, Francis 
Xavier f »Hn Chin% Savonarola and John Ball and 
Wycliffe and William Morris and Spalding of 
Utah, and others like them who have dreamed of 
heavenij brotherhood on earth. And all the mil- 
lion martjTs of Armenia. Yes^ and your loved 
ones, and my loved ones, whom we knew on this 
earth, for whom in love we pray now that they are 
what men call dead. And round these whom we 
have recognized a great multitude which no man 
can numher, souls of whom the world was not 
worthy, who cease not day or night to praise Him 
whom they have loved and served, lived for and 
died for on this earth. ^'And I heard as it were the 
voice of a great midtitade'' says St John, '^and as 
the voice of many waters, and as the voice of 
mighty thunders, saying Hallelujah, for the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth." With angels, and arch- 
angels, this, the company of Heaven, cries, ^^Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, Heaven and earth 
are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord, 
Most High." 

How full of hope, encouragement, strength, is 
the vision of God's Church in all its greatness. We 
feebly struggle, yes; but they in glory shine. Is 
life hard for vs t It was for them. Are we per- 
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secnted for righteousness sake? Happy are we, 
for so persecuted they the prophets which were 
before us. And now they are helping* We lift 
our hearts to them and ciy, 

"O all ye blessed ones, 
Ye who fought as we must %ht, 
Ye who were tempted even as we are tempted, 
Ye who suffered and endured all things, for Him, 
As ye circle about the throne of Jesus the glorified. 
While ye sing His praises with love in your hearts^ 
While ye, His servants, do serve Him, 
Forget us not, your brethren. 

Remember us who in your footsteps now are treading. 
Pray for us, myriad saints. 
Pray for us, even now, 
And in the hour of death." 
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CHRISTS laND OF A CHURCH 

YOU and I belong to that wonderful brother- 
hood of which we have thought in the preced- 
ing chapter. Your parish, your local congregation, 
is a group within that comradeship. Bigger than ^ 
the nati )u is the Church, for it includes all nations. 
It and it alone can make possible a lasting League 
of l^ations. More precious it is tihan civilizatioD, 
for it has helped to make civilization after eiviliza- 
tion, and has lasted when, one after another, hu- 
man sin and folly have destroyed them. It has se^ 
them come and go ; and still exists. Are we deeerv* 
ing of membership in a brotherhood like this ? Are 
we and our local group worthy of the blood and woe 
and pain of all the saints ? Are we and is our pai^ 
ish so behaving in this day that in the to-morrows 
we and it may be looked back on with the gratitude 
of future generations? In the days to come will 
men come to our churches as now they flock to the 
Oatacombs and to St. Peter's and to Sta. Sophia 

46 
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and to Oanterburj and to Monte Oassino and to 

Assisi and to the other holy places of the saints, and 
will they say, "Here lived and worshipped long 
ago> in the far off twentieth century, great men and 
noble wimien and simple priests whose memory is a 
benediction. This is holy ground forever." And 
will they humbly ask tis, then long sinoe dead, to 
pray for them that they may be the brave, simple, 
kindly, calm, heroic souls that we mee weref 

In the book of the Acts St. Luke gives us the di&- 
tingoishing marks of the first Church in Jerusalem 
and of those first Christians. They lived heroic 
lives. They witnessed mightily for Christ. Men 
respected them, feared them, persecuted them,— 
did everything but ignore them* They turned the 
world upside down* Let us consider what things 
gave those early Christians their power. 

First, we read that they continued in the 
Apostles' doctrine* 

These Aposfles had been picked by Jesus Him- 
self, and told definitely just what He wanted done 
and taught in His name upon the earth. He spent 
most of the three years of his ministry teaching 
ihem^ not preaching to great crowds. And just 
before His Ascension, He spent forty iinal days 
instructing them, says St. Luke, ^'in the things 
concerning the Kingdom." When He had dia- 
appeared, and they had felt great power come on 
them at Pentecost, at once they started the Church, 
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They started it according to Jesus' instructions. 
Any other hypothesis is unthinkable. They taught 
what JesuB had told them to teacL The early 
Church was content to take their teaching and to 
follow it, rather than, each man for himself, seek- 
ing individually to interpret Christianity^ in the 
recently modem fashion* 

Their teaching was simple enough. 

First, they taught that a man can save himself 
only by following the example of the Cross and 
being willing to lay down his life for his friends. 

Second, they taught that to do this was very, 
very hard for anybody. It is easy to be selfish. 
The fleshy inherited from the beasts, the -world 
about us^ the plausible devil^ all bid us live for 
ourselves. Christ bids us live for others, to deny 
ourselves, to impoverish ourselves for the welfare 
of our brethren. That is exceedingly difficult. 
We can only do it if we have^ very really^ a con- 
sciousness of Ood's help and friendship. 

Third, they taught that God is no vague spiritual 
aura, hard for human beings like us to understand 
and grasp. Por us He came down and was in- 
carnate, — ^lived for us, died for us. He is not dead 
now, but everlastingly lives and comes to us in His 
Church; touches us in Sacraments, — Baptism, the 
Laying on of Hands, the Supper of the Lord; 
hears us when we pray to Him. 

Fourth, a man who accepts Him must be bap- 
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tizedy and so let Jesus touch Him. This unites 

him with the Church and with Christ forever. 

That in brief, is the Apostles' doctrine. Essen- 
tially it was later summed up in what we call the 
Apostles' Cfieed, sometime after they all were dead. 
Still later, when all sorts of mistaken people had at- 
tempted to misteach the Faith, it was carefully 
written down in the Nioene Greed, * which was 
then accepted all over the worid as the best ex- 
pression of what had been the Apostles' teaching, 
in philosophical terms. 

That faith the Ohureh must hold, if it is to 
succeed, for it is the thing the Apostles taught, and 



* Not long lince that fluent novelist^ Mr. H. G. Wdlsr-* 
whose works are very interesting even though, possihly 
largely because, he apparently thinks while writing and 
not before writing, and wliose prodiietionR, like all intui- 
tions, need careful scrutiTiy bt^fore one ma} put confidence 
in them — wrote two booka largely about this Nicene Creed 
and the people who fonnulated it^ Of these "Ood the In- 
visible King^ aeema qnite honest, '^e Soul of a Bishop" 
i» twaddler I find these have been more largely read than 
they deserve to be and that from them many people have 
gained two false impressions of the Nicene fatliers. One 
of these is that the Alexandriuns. who were chief in form- 
ulating the Symbol, were uneducated iti"iH>ramuses, wliereas, 
of course, they were the product oi cultured thought in 
what was then the chief seat of learning of the world. 
The other idea is that the Greed was crammed down the 
throat of Christendom by the Emperors. This is a ludicrous 
twisting of facta. Things were the other way about. Tho 
Emperors, most of them openly, almost all of them secretly, 
were Arians (Unitarians) and fought the Faith as hard as 
they could. 
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diey were taught by Jesus Himself. Some lesser 

but well-advertised parts of Christ's Church are 
veering away from it They will fail, just as all 
bodies in ages past which have forsaken it have 
failed. Eveiy sort of misstatement, half-state- 
ment, and warping of the Faith has been seen many 
times in this world. There are no new heresies. 
These mistaken cults pass and are forgotten. The 
Faith remains. It always will remain, because 
God taught it. The Churches which fail to teach 
it are lapsing o£E into the vaguest sort of general- 
ities, which mean almost notiiing. Our youth are 
increasingly unattracted. Nobody cares much. 
Men and women respond in the long run only to 
the Faith, because it hits them where they live, it 
helps them when they are up against real problems^ 
real woik, real sorrows, real life, real deatL 

Some people think that it is medieval to teach 
the Faith. They think we have outgrown it How 
foolish 1 The Faith is not tied up with changing 
manners, or changing economics, or changing fash- 
ions. It is concerned with things fundamental to 
all life. How shall a man save himself from futil- 
ity f How dare a man live an unselfish life ? How 
can a man get \itally in touch with God? Those 
are the questions the Faith answers. They are 
questions so fundamental that Peter in the first 
century, and Athanasius in the fourth century, and 
Savonarola in the thirteenth century, and i'rancis 
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Xavier in the seTenteentii eentuiy, and Wesley in 

the eighteenth century, and you and I in the twen- 
tieth century ail find them equally vital. Fashions 
in clothing and fashions in philosophy come and 
go. The Faith remains. Do not run with your 
life problems to some yogi from India, or to some 
cynical young rationalist, so-called, or to some pop- 
ular novelist with a new philosophy every year, or 
to Mary Baker Eddy of Boston, or to any man 
working out new guesses day by day. Do not think 
a faith must have been made yesterday to be val- 
uable to you. A nice mess modem people have ^ 
made of industry and international brotherhood 
and art and life generally. Why should we think 
tfiem more able to make a religion than the fathers 
were, or Christ's Apostles ? Go to the Church and 
learn the truth about life from Jesus, as He gave 
it to the Twelve. Then you will find guidance and 
peace and strength for your soul. Let your parish 
church, assisted by you most loyally, go on teaching 
the Faith once for all delivered to the saints^ teach- 
ing it ealmly and serenely, with a consciousness 
that she is right with the rightness of Jesus Him- 
self. Then people who are tired of flitting hither 
and yon, carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine, will thank God for her and for yon who 
helped keep her alive. 

They continued in the Apostles' doctrine and in 
their f^nWshtp. 
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To these Apostles Jesus had committed the gov- 
enmient and preservation of His Brotherhood. In 

St. ^Matthew's Gospel the last thing recorded is that 
J esus said to the Apostles, '^Go ye unto all nations, 
teaching them and baptizing them, teaching them 
to observe and do all the things which I have com- 
manded you : and I am with you, always, to the 
end of the world." Moreover, when you read the 
Acts, yon find that the government of the Church 
rested with the Apostles. Wh^ these Apostles 
died, as both the Bible and the early history of the 
Church shows, they laid hands on otherd and left 
them to take their places as Apostles and Overseers 
of the Church. This has gone on to the present 
day. To-day we call the Apostles "Bishops". 
Catholic Bishops, whether Koman, Orthodox, or 
"Episcopalian", all can trace their authority back 
throu^ laying on of hands to the Apostles 
themselves. 

Some people think it very smart to-day to say 
that nobody in the least cares whether Bishops are 
so commissioned or not If they do not care, they 
ought to, at least if the security of Christendom is 
anything to them, for always the Bishops have 
tried to be escoeedingly careful to select and conse- 
crate only such successors as would preserve the 
essentials of the Faith, If you want to see the 
practical result of having no Bishops to preserve 
the simple Faith look at Protestantism idl about 
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US. It is rapidly degenerating into individualism^ 

where any man teaches what he wills, where wor- 
ship is giving way to secularism, where devotions 
liave to be bolstered up with motion pictures and 
oAer popular baits.* Or look at the Eoman 
Church, which abandoned the Apostles' fellowship 
and made, or tried to make, all the Apostles sub- 
servient to the See of Peter, substituting for the 
Lord's constitution of the Ohureh an autocratic 
Papacy. See the growth of superstition, so dis* 
tressing to the better minds within the Roman 
Church itself. See the addition of doctrines un- 
heard of by the Apostles, such as the Immaculate* 
nes3 of Mary, to the Faith. Rejection of the con- 
stitutional episcopate has brought upon the Chris- 
tian Church schism, disunity, religious Bolshevism, 
the discrediting of the FaitL It were well that we 
remained in fellowship with the Apostles and their 
spiritual descendants. You may not, if you do, 
find yourself cheek by jowl with all the giddy 
modernists ; but you will have some foundation on 
which to build your life, a foundation which will 
not have to be revised the next time a scientist 
disoDveis something, the next time k war breaks 
forth, the next time wme sophomorio young 
philosopher prematurely finds a publisher, or some 

* This does not, of course, apply to all Protestants. It 
does, however, fairly describe the prevailing tendency, es- 
pecially in America. 
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disilliuicmed navelist has a bad dieam. Let your 
parisby aided by you, say, ''We bave notbing new. 

We have teaching and methods as old as Christ and 
yet as modem as that human life which obanges 
in fundamentals not at all from age to age. We 
bave kept it because we bave remained in tbe 
Apostles' fellowship, subject to their godly re- 
straint if we or our parsons should lose our heads." 
Then will men say, ''Tbank God for some force in 
religion wbieb is still able to function sanely and 
serenely in the midst of almost universal hysteria," 

And the early Church remained in the Breaking 
of Bread and the Prayers, Cbmmmiion and 
a pietistic twist with a text and a peroration,— 

Prayer. 

^ Have you noticed bow all about us there seems 
to be a tendency to estimate a Obureb by erery 
standard except that of worship? People for a 
time used to flock to hear each startling religious 
orator who emerged. Ask people still, why they 
go to sucb and such a Obureb, and most of tbem 
will reply, ^^ecauae Dr. So and So is such a great 
preacher." Queer, these "great preachers" of the 
nineteenth century. They emerged, flashed across 
the spiritual heavens like comets, — and disap* 
peared again. Men have forgotten them. Their 
fireworks, their thrilling mannerisms, their clev- 
ernesses, their ingenious ways of lecturing about 
everything under Heaven and giving their lectures 
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they did not help mea's souls very mnolL That 

is why people today are very wary of sermons and 
aeimonizers. Our fathers may have been sermon 
tasters, but we have beoome mere sennoii nibblers. 
Most of us resent senaons. We found that the 
men in camp almost invariably did, — not because 
they did not wish to know about their souls and 
God and their duties and the way to get help to do 
themy but because most sermons told little or 
nothing about such things as these. People used 
to go a great deal to church, because of the ser- 
mon. Now thej mostly stay home, because of 
the sermon* 

When sermons lost their power, many churches 
turned, not back to the Faith and devotions, but 
rather to ^'social service." Up went enormous 
parish houses and settlements under the eaves of 
the old church buildings, used for clubs and so- 
cieties and kindergartens and sodalities and all 
that sort of thing. Behold 1 ^^The institutional 
chureh'M Well, that is failing too. After all 
you cannot much save souls, in the stress of real 
life, through afternoon teas and smokers and bil- 
liards. The state, the cities, commenced to do 
these things, too. Small parks and municipal 
playgrounds grew up. Lodges for men supplanted 
the church men's dubs. Women's clubs and suf- 
frage elnbs and so on took the place of the guilds 
and sodalities. These agencies did these things 
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just BB well as the ehuidbes, and often better, 

cheaper, and without the divisions due to a riven 
Christendom. Then people began to say, 'If the 
function of the Church is purely to do these things, 
and other organizations do them better, why bother 
with the churches?" And so the institutional 
church has positively hurt religion, definitely 
helped to discredit it ; and nobody knows it better 
than some of the splendid people who gave their 
best years and their generous assistance in a desire 
to institutionalize the Church. You see how 
greatly we have forgotten that the only legitimate 
function of the Church is to lead men's souls 
io God for strength, forgiveness, comfrart, power, 
from Ilim. 

Well, then, let us make no mistake about the 
Chuidi to which we belong or may sometime be- 
long. Its fundamental aim is to bring men to God 
and God to men. We can trust the men and 
women who find Qod through the Church to go out 
for themselves and find their brothers. We can 
trust them to serve throujcrh other agencies than 
the Church itself. We ivtsh them to be able to 
minister through the Y. M. C. A* and the Y. W. 
C. A. and through civic and suffrage organiza- 
tions and tlironirh clubs and through Rotaries, 
through the Masons and Odd Fellows and the K, 
P»'s, throu^ the Bebekahs and the Eastern Star, 
through the Associated Charities and the settle^ 
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ments, through politics and business and ^'society", 

through schools and colleges, through homes and 
family activities. They will find fields for loving 
their brethren without our goidanoe, thank GK>d. 

We may therefore spend all our time and all our 
money and all our brains and all our energy in the 
Church in leading men and women aind little chil- 
dren to Jesus our GKkL Thus we may have it said 
by the people who pass our doors, "There is St. 
Blank's, a real house of God, and a real temple 
to Jesus. Its priest is a humble shepherd of souls, 
a minister more than a round-collared administra- 
tor. Its doors are ever open for prayer and devo- 
tion. Its people love it because there they find 
comfort in sorrow, sanctity in joy. Their chil- 
dren are christened thera* Their marriages are 
blessed there. Their dead are from it committed 
to their rest. Their sins are brought there and 
confessed. Their weakness there is strengthened. 
And every Sunday you may see them, going there, 
and often on week-days, too, — ^wiih their wives and 
their children, — ^to kneel before the altar, to break 
the bread as Christ commanded, and to receive 
His touch. Yes, St Blank's is a real Church. 
Its pulpit is no lecture stimip. Its purpose is not 
buzzing social activity. Its people use it for the 
Breaking of the Bread and the Prayers.'' 

^'They continued in the Apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship and in the breaking of Bread and the 
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Prayers, praising God and having favor wiA llie 
people." In these four things, doctrine, fellow- 
ship^ communion^ prayers, we strike straight 
through the centuries to Jesusi conf essing Him 
with lives as well as lips, and touching thus that 
rock on wiiich He built His Church, against which 
the gates of Hell can never prevaiL 

Can our parishes he and do this most gLorious 
thing, so that God shall smile upon them and men 
shall call them blessed? That depends upon our 
understanding that this is what they ought to be 
and do; and upon our investing our life, our 
wealth, our presence, our tame, our ability^ our 
energy, to mdhing our devotion seal. 
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OUR SCX:iAL DUTY 

SO far in this book we have seen what in the 
realm of past history, leading up to present 
times, God has done to show His great love and 
care for us. We saw that God first of all has 
taken pity un our limn an limitations and, to make 
Himself real and comprehensible to us, has limited 
Himself, taken onr human nature upon Him. 
Jesus is Gk>d, made Man. In the second place 
we saw that this Jesus, being found in the likeness 
of man, suffered also for us even unto death that 
we might, joining our weakness to His strength, 
get courage and power to live like men instead of 
like mere beasts. Then we remembered that J esus 
has founded a blessed company of His friends, 
called the Church, with comradeship therein for 
us with the blessed throngs of martyrs, confessors, 
and holy ones without number, a Church whose 
only real business is to bring us in true devotion 
face to face with Jesus and Jesus face to face with 
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US. In the last three chapters we shall spend 
some time lliiiiking over just how, in practical 

ways, the Church performs this chief business 
of hers, just how she brings us before God and 
Qod before us. But before we do that^ it is well 
that we pause here and ask ourselves just what 
God expects us to do with the aid of all this which 
He does for us. What sort of people are we to 
become with the help of Jesus' presence with us f 
In the first place, God wishes us human beings 
to be happ}'. lie wishes us to be happy jusL iis 
hard as we can possibly desire happiness for our- 
selves. In order to make us happy it is necessary 
that God should make plain to us what we must 
do and what we must not do, and that He should 
give us assj-stance in obeying when we have per- 
ceived His will. We shall be happy if we observe 
Qod's will for human .folks* We shall be unhappy, 
we shall suffer, we shall fail, if we disobey that 
will. W^e can no more go against His desires suc- 
cessfully than we can throw a ball in the air and 
have it stay there, violating the law of gravitation, 
or than we can put together under proper condi- 
tions hydrogen and oxygen without producing 
water, or add two and two without getting four 
for a result We can no more remain happy while 
resisting the iiu^vi table march of God's intentions 
than we could turn against, singlehanded, a march- 
ing regiment of soldiers in close formation and get 
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through them. We should have to march with 
them or get trampled. We must obey God or get 
trampled. We modem people are apt to think 

that the universe revolves around us. It does 
nothing of the sort. It revolves around Ood. In 
revolutionaiy Paris the people are said at one time 
to have abolished Gk>d. God pays mighty little 

attention to such decrees, either by coUectivists or 
by individual Americans. 

People say that this is all very immodem. They 

insist that we must have "democracy in religion". 
Weil, ii democracy in religion means that we shall 
seek to submit the everlasting decrees of the Eter« 
nal to a human referendum^ and conduct human 
elections to see whether or not God shall reign or 
a Bolslievist regime be introduced into the spiritual 
courts of the eternal HeavenSy — ^if that is the kind 
of religion that people demand as ^'democratic'', 
we had best bid a fond farewell to democracy, for 
its glorious ideal has, if this is true, degenerated 
into the worst nonsense ever conceived by the 
human inteUed We can have little patience with 
such egregious foolishness. We are democrats, I - 
trust, through and through. Nevertheless we must 
recognize that God Almighty reigns as supreme 
sovereign <yoer even democracies. To us Isaiah 
says, 'Ton must honor the Lord's will, not doing 
your owTi ways, nor finding your own pleasure, nor 
speaking your own words." Even demoeraoies 
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have but two alternatives : "Obey God or pay the 
penalty in misery, here and hereafter." 

We must face this, — face it squaiely. To be 
happy we must obey Qod. As the prophet Ezekiel 
says, "Thus speaks the Lord: Everyone which 
separates himself from Me, and sets up His own 
idols in his heart, I the Lord will answer Him." 

What is God's will for you and for me, for 
this nation and for all nations, for this age and 
for all ages ? Qod has not left it uncertain. You 
can read it spread all over the pages of history. 
What has made nations great? What has de- 
stroyed nations? Who are the great men of the 
ages, and why were they great s Who are the 
hated of the ages, and why are they hated? It 
is written, too, in the Bible story. There we find 
a careful interpretation of the history of one na- 
tion, the Hebrews, written that we may see how 
the hand of Qod moves, how obedience makes 
success, how disobedience degrades and dethrones. 
You can hear G Mrs will in the words of Jesus, 
and see it blazing forth from His Cross. What 
is His law for human beings ? 

God's law goes to the fundamentals of conduct. 
It is this: ''That man or thai nation or that civil- 
ization which lives for itself and its own advantage, 
perishes by spiritual dry rot That man or thai 
nation or that eitnlizaiion which lives for service to 
other men, to other nations, to other civilizations. 
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spiritually lives forever/' God^s law is the law of 
salvation by sacriiice and damnation bj sel£sbness. 
People talk sometimes as though mouielfishness was 
impraetical, imdiilj idealistio, foolish, contrary to 
common sense. They substitute what they call "the 
law of enlightened sclf-intercst." Yet history, bi- 
ography, the Biblei and Christ join in proclaiming 
that the man or the nation which follows self-in- 
terest, enlightened or otherwise, fails as surely as 
the Sim goes on its course, and that the idealists 
who throw their lives away in service, whether 
they be individual idealists or national idealists, 
a,re the only ones wlio survive. 

Let America adopt the motto "America £rst," — 
America as an end to be served regardless of any- 
one else, — ^and America will be ground to the same 

powder, and for the same reason, as Babylon, and 
Egypt, and Alexandrian Greece, and imperial 
Home, and Pan-Qermanism. Make your own 
motto 'Myself first", and your soul will shrivel, 
your happiness depart, your joys turn to dust 
and ashes as you handle them, your days of age 
be lonely, and your future when you die, — may 
God have all the mercy on you that is possible. 

In the consideration of this, our moral future, 
let us consider M of U8 first, and then in the next 
chapter, each of U8 bs e part of alL Let us 
recognize first that your personal happiness and 
mine is conditioned by the happiness of America 
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and Ameriea's happiness by the happiness of the . 

whole closely-knit world. Let otir civilization go 
to pieces and where are we? Let disaster come 
industrially. You and I can not escape. Let 
either BolsheTism or Jingoism rule. They will 
rule you and me. You and 1 are part of the hu- 
man race. If its heart is rotten, we shall have 
to pay for it. If it goes down throng disobedience 
to God, you and I cannot extricate ourselves. God 
deals with peoples as truly as with individuals. 
Consider then our common problem, Erst. 

God has been waiting for these post-war days, 
as well as we. The world war was by His permis- 
sion. Horrible as the waivmaker of yesterday may 
have been, he was, as was Attila his predecessor, as 
was the Babylonian who destroyed J erusalem in the 
time of the prophets, the "Scourge of God." Be- 
fore the war the world, including America, had 
gone mad after money, vice, greed, luxury, material 
gods. Brotherhood was contemned. Men con- 
tinued to talk the patois of religion, but lives of ob- 
lation and obedience they would not live. Their 
real devotion was given to the pantheon of selfish- 
ness. Christianity had come to be a pretty-pretty, 
sentimental crust over a vicious mess of idolatry. 
Preachers who said smooth things, who congratu- 
lated us, who patted us on the back, who said, 
'Teace, Peace'', when the rumbles of war were al- 
ready heard afar, — ^these were the tolerated, fat, 
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boii^t false-prophets. Thej who eried for frater- 
nity and justice and humility and righteousness as 

outward evidences of religion were discoura^d 
even when not positively shut up. To popular feel- 
ing God had become ahenevolent^ deaf, blind, cred- 
ulous old grandmoAer. ^^Tnsh," we said, '^oan 
Jehovah behold it, our life of avarice and luxury 

and brutality and lies and force ? lie sees not, any 
more than we are willing to see, our streets of 
palaces bou^t at the cost of acres of slums, our 
steam yachts and trains de luxe which taike us far 
away in summer from the crying, dying babies of 
the poor, onr sheltered women dressed in silks and 
fars ad libUum while other women sell ns their 
honor for a pair of shoes.*' We would not admit 
our faults. God have mercy on us, very largely we 
did not even know they were faults. 

Ood stood the stench of it all as long as He covld. 

''Then'', said He, '1 wiU arise. I wiU let loose 

the evil fires of the world's most vicious and most 
powerful armed autocracy* I will smash the world 
in the fire of My faiy.'' Moet of us had even for- 
gotten that God had such a thing as fury. And so, 
the hellish bath of blood 1 {With whips and scor- 
pions has the world been awakened. No gentler 
message would we hear, and God must needs 
arouse us, lest we die eternally. 
Hwoe we attained io a ^permanent peace, or only 
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to a lull in the heU let loose f That depends solely 
upon whether or not we have learned, even yet, the 
lesson ii was sent to teach. 

What is our idea of using this peace? 
Is it to go on again as we were: to keep makijig 

the rich richer and the poor poorer; to 
seek after and revel in luxuries, actual or poten- 
tial, as the lures to urge men on; to be again a 
race of monej-grubbers, doUar-chasers, scramb^ 
lers after gold and what it hajs, extenders of mar- 
kets and devotees of eommereialized imperialism t 
Are we after these things jet, fellow-Americans, 
chosen of Grod^ we whose national traditions and 
natural resources are greater than those of other 
peoples, we whose splendid youth turned the tide 
in the battle? Americans, are our idols still in 
our hearts? Are we thinking of the fleshpots 
of peace or of its glorious possibilities of inter- 
national service and of sacrifice? 

I wish I had the splendid enthusiasm and op- 
timism that some have. Would that I might be- 
lieve that America is a nation regenerated, re- 
awakened, rededicat<?d to the making of a sane 
new world. I do not see much evidence of it. 
It seems to me that everywhere I go> every* 
thing I read, everyone nearly tiiat I talk to, is one 
more evidence that as a people we are not any of 
these things; that for the most part the idols are 
still in our hearts. Some few have seen the vision. 
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Only a few. I see our goyenunent cynically over* 

looking America'd chance for constructive interna- 
tional leadership ; content to play again the old and 
▼icions diplomatic game; afraid to lead in the 
effort for world unity. I loc^ at industry and see 
capital preparing to get just as much profit as it 
can and still regarding laborers as essentially and 
inevitably condemned to wagery* I see labor ixrg- 
ing always, regardless of anything else, '^More pay 
and less work is what we are after.'* No class is 
free from blame. Each is after its own. None 
thinks in terms of the whole. Out of this stewing 
' brew of seUdi pride and materialistie ambitions 
can there come peace for the world or here at home I 
Or anything except continued war, riot, confusion, 
ruin t It seems to my sight that we have accen- 
tuated the selfishness of before the war, not aban- 
doned it. Where are those great passionate enthu- 
siasms of the days of struggle ? Fading fast. Where 
among us is visible that longing for brotherhood, 
for rational and Christian industrial adjustments, 
for international as well as national cooperations, 
so apparent in the days of struggle ? Where is our 
boasted American idealiam ? Sinking in morasses 
of self-seeking and swamps of pettiness t Some- 
times it looks woefully that way. 

America must be converted, in its heart of 
hearts, frcm cimmerdaUem to fratemdUsm, from 

individtuUism to collectivistn, from a jingo nation- 
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alifim to a nationalisni which is international in - 
aim. It must be or we shall be forced to suffer 

more, again and again. God's will will be done. 
That wrath of God which is also the love of God' 
and the justice of God demands it inexorably. 
People talk of permanent peace. There can be 
no permanent peace until nations perceive the 
folly of that politician's wisdom which bids each 
nation live for itself and its own enjoyment^ and 
start in in alignment with the statesmanlike wis- 
dom of Christ which says that nations must live 
for one another and for Him. People speak of 
the possibility of industrial harmony. There can 
be no industrial harmony imtil men shall see that 
men were not made for wealth but wealth for man- 
hood. 

The prophets of God must cry this. If our 

ideal for our nation is an organization which shall 
seek its own prosperity, and wherein each citizen 
shall seek his own prosperity, while the rest of 
the world is forgotten, our nation and we with it 
must suffer nameless things for disobedience to 
the Almighty. In that case we have not heard 
Christ If our idea of conduct for a businessr 
man or a working-man is to seek only those mater- 
ial things which are symbolized in money, be it 
profits or wages that they call it, then is the Cross 
rejected. Then prepare for crass Bolshevism, anar^ 
chy, barbarism, and Hell let loose in this old 
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world of ours. To prevent this the Church 
must speak. That means that you and I, who have 
found the Christ and know His powerful love, 
must speak. The time is gone by when a man 
can call himself a Christian and be industrially, 
politically, and internationally an apostle of self- 
interest. The time is gone by when we can preach 
soothing platitudes to our people in the face of 
Annageddon, We, you the people and we the 
priests, with all our brethren in the Lord, wc ^vbo 
pray to Jesus, we who receive Him at His Altar, 
we who are called by His name, must lift our 
hearts and voices and cry to Qod, 'Tbrgive us and 
send ns forth to strengthen our brethren". Then 
we must cry aloud to the world, ^^Hear the word 
of the Lord. That people which separateth itself 
from Me and my law of salvation through sacrifice, 
and setteth up its idols in its heart, I the Lord 
will answer that nation, and make it a sign and 
a proverb for peoples yet to come, and cut it o£E 
from the peoples of the earth, that it may know 
that I, J ehovah, am God the Lord." 

Dare we do it? If we dare not, then are we, 
priests and people, unworthy. Can we do it? 
With Jesus' personal help, we can. Shall we 
Christians do it? Qod grant we may, that ibis 
nation we so love and all that it oii^ht to be may 
be saved from even this untoward generation. 
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THERE is a danger in the sort of thing we 
talked about in the last chapter. I do not 

refer to any danger to America. * The only thing 
that will happen to America is that^ when we really 
mean Ghristianity, Teiy many of us, we are going 
to turn this old nation right side np, dethrone 
Mammon, enthrone God, and become once more 
a Christian people worthy of American ideals. 
The danger I refer to is to na. When a man 

* Against the evils of our modern world are arrayed two 

enemies, opposites in philosophy, in no sense allies. One 
is materialistic Bo1s>ieviRm : the other is Christianity. The 
former would diffuse selfish possession. The latter seeks 
to substitute sacrificial love for acquisitiveness. But they 
both are at one in decrying things as th^ are. For this 
xeMoit it is easy for the reaetlonary advocates of things as 
they are to make many people think that those are Bolshe- 
vists who happen merely to be Christians. It is well to 
remember that the really evil manipulators of our present 
way of livinf;: — the ffw whoso purposes are deliberately 
sinister, — hate those who insist that our industrial processes 
must be Christianized just as thoroughly as they hate 
Bolshevists. 
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gets interested in social ri^teousness he is often 

apt to forget that there can he no social righteous- 
ness unless he and other men attain to individual 
fighieausnesa* Let us not make the mistake of sup- 
posing that we ean arrive at goodness and riglitness 

of life merely by becoming religious revolutionists. 

Not a few there are who do it I have been com- 
panion to many sorts of people in the last ten years, 

including some passionately radical persons. 
When I ran a forum in Chicago, some eight years 
ago, I was quite pally, — and I am yet, for that 
matter, — with every variety of red, from the pink 
settlement worker to the crimson-minded I. W. W. 
Good people they are too, for the most part, well- 
meaning folk, although not often dear-tiiinking. 
I have known some queer examples of this dan- 
gerous tendency of which we are speaking. One 
was a very advanced feminist who nevertheless 
frequently beat his wife. I was never able to 
make him see lhat the two things were mutually 
contradictory. I know a man w ho says the Board 
of Trade is a vicious gambling hole and ought to 
be shut up. He loses more than he ought to almost 
every Saturday night playing ^^rummy" at a 
penny a point. A lady I know, too, very promi- 
nent and estimable, who devotes much money and 
time to work reclaiming fallen women; but she 
urged her daughter to marry a man much older 
than herself, for money, when she loved another 
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man « She saved some proetitutes and iben made 
her oim flesh and blood into one. Many other 

instances might he brought forward. And so I 
warn you, as I often do myself, that it will not 
do to insist npon society living on a Christian 
basis, when one is nnwiUing to do so one's self. 

The employer must not damn labor, if he is grab- 
bing all he can slice o^ for himself. The laborer 
must not damn the capitalist, if all he works for 
himself is ''the kale'^ We learn from Our Lord 
that uo man is fit to stone an individual sinner 
unless he has been sinless himself. !No one is fit 
to stone society at large who does not recogaize 
that the rocks of vituperation he flings are aimed 
at himself no less than at his fellow men. "Can 
the blind lead the blind asks Jesus of you. You 
will be of no use to others or to society at large 
until you have renovated your own souL ''When 
you are yourself converted," says Jesus to Peter, 
*Hhen go strengthen your brethren." 

Consequently we ought frequently and meticu- 
lously to look at ourselves and see whether we are 
the sort of person Jesus wishes us to be, the sort 
of person worthy of His great love for us, His com- 
ing. His sacrifice. His death, His Church, His 
Sacraments. Are you wasting your precious life, 
letting the years drop away with nothing done to 
make yourself a real man, a regular woman i Tou 
have very few years to waste. The older you grow. 
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too, the faster they rush by. Do not merely drift 
along. To the drifter death is a shipwreck, 

Wliat does God wisb us to dol Qod does not 
care a rap what we do in itself or what we do not 
do in itself. When our lives are judged. He is 
not going to open a book, balance our good deeds 
against our eyil onee^ and send us to Hell or Heaven 
according to which side the balance is on. God 
is going to look us over, consider against what we 
contended, see at what we were aiming, and send us 
to life or to the everlasting refuse-heap according 
to the selfishness or unselfishness of us. It is what 
we are trying to be that matters. 

What are we, men and women, or educated apes 
that walk on their hind legs ? What is ihe differ- 
ence? An ape is a mere selfish beast. A man 
is capable of loving others more than himself. 
That is all the essential difference there is. Apes 
cannot love. Men can. 

Love is the sum and substance of Christian duty. 
The yoimg man who asked Jesus which was the 
great commandment, got the answer, ''You shall 
love God, with all your heart, your soul, your mind, 
your strength. That is the first commandment. 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. That 
is the second commandment The two go to- 
gether." You say that is a mere platitude. T 
admit that often it seems nothing more. But it 
is more than a platitude to anyone who asks him- 



Digitized by Google 



74 



THE GOOD NEWS 



self what loving really means. Christ answers 
that too. ^'Greater love," He says, "has no man 
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.'^ 
Lave is the impulse to sacrifice one's self for same 
ane else. 

I often tell the younger lads whom I instruct 
. for confirmation, "Fellows, suppose a boy comes 

running in to his mother and throws his arms 
around her neck and says, 'Mother, I love you 
intensely. I just love you to death'. His Mother 
smiles and says, ^That is nice, Henry. Now please 
run down and carry me up a couple of scuttles 
of coal^ And Heuiy says, ^Aw no, Mother. I 
have to go play marbles.' Fellows, what is 
Henry ?" They tell me that Henry is a liar. A 
young man says he loves a girl, and he kisses her 
and gets ''soft'' about it generally, and never 
thinks of her except as someone who can minister 
to his pleasure. He does not love. He lusts. 
That is different. A man says he loves his wife, 
and is regardless of her except as his household 
drudge, while he has a good time, innocent enough 
to be sure, with the boys. He does not love his 
wife. But if Jimmy feels a great desire to make 
his mother's work lighter, and if the young man 
wishes to make his sweetheart's whole life a path 
of happiness won for her by him, and if the hus- 
band looks OIL liis wife as someone to cherish and 
make happy, and upon his children as little be- 
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ingB to be saerificed for by him as well as by her, — 

then it may truly be said that those persons love. 
You see that was what Ood did for us. "God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son/' 

The thing God desires of you and me is that 
we shall really love Him and our brothers, which 
means that we shall put ourselves oul^ sacrifice, 
discipline ourselves, deny ourselves, deprive our- 
selves to help Him and to help them. All his 
coming was to show us that God in human terms is 
one who sacrifices. He died to make it plain. He 
stands among us now, to help us sacrifice. He 
said, "If a man wishes to come after Me, let him 
take up his cross and follow Me." What does 
that mean 9 The Cross He bore He did not have 
to hear. Nobody made Him do it. He could have 
gotten out of it if He had wished to. He bore it 
because He was willing to, for our sakes, to serve 
us and help us. K o man can be said to have 
taken up his cross until he has borne burdens, 
endured privations, suffered truly, when he did 
not have to, when nobody made him do it, for the 
benefit of Qod and of the brethren. 

God wants you to be honest with yourself, fre- 
quently to give yourself such an examination as 
will enable you to see if your really love Him 
and your neighbors. Wrestle this thing throng. 
Look at yourself with the eyes of God and see what 
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you are. The Devil will try to prevent your doing 
it He always says to people, ^'Oh, you are not 
so very had,** Do not believe it until you have ex- 
amined yourself. There is not a thoroughly honest 
person who ever will read this book, an absolutely 
pure person, a genuinely truthful person, a com- 
petently unselfish person. He who wrote it is 
none of these things. He is sinful and selfish, but 
trying his level best to look himself in the eye 
and, with God's help, to be ever less an animal 
and more a man, day by day. "Put not your 
trust in princes'^ says the Psalmist, "or in any 
son of man." That means, among other things, 
^Tut not your trust in yovraelf/' Then the Devil 
comes along and says, '^Oh, you are as good as 
the other chap." Bless your heart, maybe the 
Devil is right in that. Maybe you are much better 
than other people. That, however, like the flowers 
that bloom in the spring, has nothing to do with 
the case. Are you the lover that you might become 
if with Jesus' help you honestly tried to become a 
human being more than an educated animal? 
Do not compare yourself with other people. 
Compare yourself with Christ. Hear Him. "Be 
ye perfect, even as your father in Heaven is 
perfect" 

If you and I wish to be of any use in this 
world, we must first clean house in our own hearts ; 
turn on the light of Qod's example, and see where 
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the dirly places are, those dirty places which no- 
body else knows about, not even our wife, our 
hiibbaiu], our parents, our chums, the dirty places 
that have been dirty so long that even we ourselves 
have forgotten they were ever anything else than 
dirty; clean out our petty selfishnesses, our self- 
deceits, our complacencies, our cowardices, our in- 
dulgences. All the pretty passions for universal 
brotherhood we may have will get nowhere if we 
ourselves remain selfish brutes. 

How to make that sort of examination I need 
not here take time to tell you. A little self-exam- 
ination card may help. If you are in doubt about 
anything, ask the clergy to help you dig the dirt 
out. Do not think they enjov doing it. They do 
not. Dirt is dirt But it is their job to help you 
clean up. 

It might be well, however, if in your next exam- 
ination you would ask yourself some questions 
which go a little deeper than those one usually finds 
in self-examining leaflets. 

1. In the last year have you ever given money 
away for any good cause to an extent so great that 
you had in the least really to suffer in order to 
doit? 

2. Does what you give to other's needs bulk 
as large as the cost of your summer vacation, your 
club duesy and your motor upkeep S 

8. Are you positively sure tiiat no one who 
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works in producing your income hBB to labor for 
less than a decently living wage ? 

4. Do you live on a scale bigger than jou need, 
just to be thougbt rick I 

5. Do you own jour possessionB or do they own 

6. Is what you contribute to society through 
your business or ebaracter worth, really and truly 
eveiy cent you get paid for it? 

7. You who say you love God, how often do 
you get up early on a Sunday morning and go to 
touch and adore Him in Communion? 

8. You who say you love your children, how 
much time have you devoted in companionship 
with them in religion, praying with them^ goiiig 
to worship with them, teaching themf 

9. Do you demand gratitude from God for your 
service to Him, and do you serve other people only 
when they show themselves grateful I 

10. Does the sight of a suffering person, a sin- 
ful \vretch, a beastly blum, a drab street, an un- 
kempt child, an over-tired face, make your heart 
well up with a desire to do something to help, or 
do you smugly thank Qod that you are more 
favored than others round about you ? 

11. Do you regard your superior abilities and 
advantages as passports to privilege or as inexor- 
able commissions to service ? 

Jesus wishes to help you love, to help you for- 
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get yourself in service, to be happy men and 
women, sharing the happiness which was His even 
on Calvary's hill. Cleanse your hearts and turn 
to Him and He will have meicy and abundantly 
pardon. Confess your sins. Wash you, make 
you clean* And when you are yourself con- 
verted and struggling along the path, of saoriEce 
with Christ, then and then only venture to turn 
and strengthen your brothers. Then you may 
dare to cry to men and women, of every nation, 
to all folk everywhere, ''Come company with us 
humble folk. The world turns. The Cross stands. 
It is the medicine of the world. It is the salva- 
tion of democracies. Self-seeking alone poisons 
lifoi personal and national. Come gaze with us 
on the great Saerificey on Jesas who takes away 
the selfishness out of the world. Come and dare 
with us to be men, to fight the battles against self- 
ishness in all places low and high." 

When you are eamertedj strengthen your breth- 
ren^ 
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CHAPTER IX 
WHY WE TALK WITH GOD 

IN* the two previous chapters we have been talk- 
ing about aerviebj — ^the service we can and 
ought to be rendering to men, both in our national 

life and in our personal lives. That stressing of 
service was rather more in accord with the popular 
notions of our day than the message of this chap- 
ter, which is to be about prayer directed definitely 
. to God Himself. 

There is a tendency among our contemporaries 
to say, "The best way to serve God is not by sup- 
plicating Him or by offering Him direct acts of 
worship, but by ministering to His brethren every- 
where about us." That way of serving God through 
His brothers is indeed the greatest way. Christ 
has said that when we minister to those in need, 
when we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit 
the imprisoned, comfort the sorrowful, we are in 
very truth serving Him* As Lowell makes Gk>d 
say, "Who gives himself with his gift feeds three: 
himself, his hungering neighbor, and Me." 

ao 
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I think that in that famotis couplet from the 

Vision of Sir Launfal we have the key to the vital 
connection which exists between brotherly service 
and prayer. It is necessary that we give oursehea 
with our gifts. When we minister, if we are to do 
it effectively, there must be, in addition to the 
material assistance we wish to bestow, a person- 
ality of our own which is helpful. The reason 
why w» are so partiaDy efiective in our eai«^y<m 
for the })uor, the outcast, the discouraged, the sub- 
merged, and the despairing, is that even more than 
material things they need and hunger for warm, 
true, loving, personal comradeship, — from helpers 
who are serene, clear-thinkinsr, warm-hearted men 
and women. The charity which is modem, though 
highly scientific^ is usually a most repellent thing. 
It is hard, oold, full of pride. The difference be- 
tween modem charity and Christ's charity is that 
the former is not salted with the grace of tme 
humility. The people we wish to help are nat* 
uraUy resentful of this pride and lack of love. 
Very often they curse the hand which feeds them, 
even while they receive its doles. If we would 
e£Bciently serve the brethren^ we must be of those 
who first have gained from the Eternal God such 
character, such an attitude toward life and toward 
our fellows, as shall make us, and not our deeds and 
gifts, the primary source of helpfulness. 

Men used to know that well enough. Formerly 
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the m6S8i^ of Christian men to others ikey sou^t 

to serve was, in substance, about like this, *'The 
material aid which I bestow is but an earnest of 
mj true love for you. Christ loved me and gave 
Himself for me, and from Him I have learned 
how to love the brethren. A greater gift than this 
material thing I desire to give to you. If you 
will learn with Me what it means to feel Christ 
loving you so hard that you long to serve Him and 
His in humility and affection, then you will be 
truly happy^ as I am now in helping you." It 
was not necessary to say all this. People felt it 
in Christian acts of service. When men were 
helped thus in their difficulties, they looked on 
their helpers^ took knowledge that they had been 
with JesttS) and felt truly strengthened. That was 
the true method of Christian social service. 

But alas, nowadays we try to get results with 
the outward shell of the old helpfulness still re- 
tained but the inner thing signified^ true comrade- 
ship with the Eternal Cne, left out. Consequently 
it is a sad mess we make with all our good inten- 
tions. If we wish really to be helpful people it 
is imperative that we reintroduce spirit into our 
helpfulness, that we ledevote ourselves to the task 
of getting personally acquainted with our dear God, 
Jesus Christ. 

There are two methods of doing this, the Sacra- 
ments and Prayer. 
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What is Prayer? It is not, as many people 
suppose it is^ a magical method of incantation 
whereby one seeks to force God to do for him what 
he is unable to do for himself. It is not a way 
whereby we can wrest the will of the Eternal 
One to obedience to our wilL Its center is not 
us. Prayer is rather a method whereby we seek 
to give ourselves and our lives, with their duties 
and their problems, wholly into the hand of Ood, 
removing all our strivings from the way of His 
desire. The center of prayer is God. 

We can see this from Christ's own example. 
Take that mighty prayer He uttered in Guthse- 
mane in the night of His betrayal. He had indeed 
something terrifying to pray about. Before Him 
lay^ — ^and He knew it, — ^possible torture, exquisite 
agony, sure deatli. He knelt there in the place 
apart and said, "O Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from Me. Nevertheless, Thy will, 
not My human one, be done.'' Yes, prayer is a 
way we seek to give our wills to God, not a way 
we seek to bend His will to ours. 

It is perfectly true that when we pray God often 
does great things for us, confers upon us mighty 

benefits we should never have had if we had not 
prayed. But whenever a man prays with the feel- 
ing primarily in his mind that he is trying to 
get somelhing, that man's prayer is utterly un- 
heeded by God. It is only when there is evident 
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willmgnessy true and unf eignedi to leave the whole 
matter prayed about with God, that He pays at- 
tention to the request. Xo sick man who prays for 
health with a desire to get well whether God wishes 
him to die or not ever gets healing. No barren 
woman who prays for children with a feeling that 
she must have them whether God designs her to or 
not is ever heard. Nobody who prays for success 
without a feeling that he is perfectly willing to 
be unsuccessful if Christ desires that to be, for 
some purpose kno\vTi alone to Christ, hah a prayer 
to which God pays attention. 

Therefore we may truly say that the chief value 
of prayer is subjective, interior to us. Its chief 
value is as a nu ans of bending our weak, ignorant, 
wilful human lives and desires to His eternal pur- 
poses. Its objective benefits, the things which we 
may get, are purely incidental. When we do get 
them, it is because God perceives our willin2:ness 
to do as He desires, and gives them as a reward for 
unpretended trust in Hinu God can so reward 
trust on our part, and He does do so. 

"Does that seem incredible? Many a voung 
collegian has asked me if I really thought that 
God, in answer to prayer, would violate His 
great laws for our personal advantage. Of course 
God does no such thing. When Divine Omnipo- 
tence makes laws, they must be good enough laws 
to need no breaking. 
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It is not necessary, however, that lie should 
break His laws, ia order that He may "answer 
prayer^'* We must never forget that we human 
beingBy limited as we are in intelligence, do not 
know and understand all the law of God. *We 
know only a very small part indeed of that law. 
That part which we do understand we call natural 
law. That part whidi we do not understand we 
call supernatural law. The boundary line between 
them is somewhat vague. Three himdred years 
ago the laws governing electricily were all un- 
known to us, and the manifestations of electricity 
were regarded by everyone as supernatural. When 
lightning struck it was a mysterious interposition 
of the direct hand of God. Then we learned some 
of the laws governing electricity. We know many 
of them now, although even yet no living man 
knows what electricity is. Its manifestation we 
now recognize as controlled by natural laws. That 
simply means we now know something about them. 
At this present time certain laws governing thought 
transference are in the process of being incorpo- 
rated into '^natural law" from ^'supernatural law." 
God's law is one. To us it has two parts, that we 
know and that we do not know. 

A miracle, so called, is not an impossibility at 
alL That miracles should be is the most scientific 
of statements. A so-ealled miracle is merely the 
putting by God, over against forces the laws gov- 
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endng whose operation we at least partially under- 
stand, certain other forces the laws governing 
whose operation we do not comprehend. I can, in 
a limited way, act similarly myself. Here is a 
book. Suppose I drop it out of my hand. It will 
drop down and hit the ground, by operation of the 
law of gravitation. But when it is half way down 
I thrust my hand and catch it Have I broken the 
law of grayitation? Is it violated t Do the son 
and the moon and the stars stop acting according 
to gravitation's law and fly into everlasting chaos ^ 
They do not The old law of gravitation is still 
woOdi^. I have, however, inteiposed a foiee, my 
arm moved by my will, the law of which super- 
cedes in this instance the lower law of gravitation. 
Personality has ovezeome impersonal force. So is 
it in infinite degree with God. He has at His 
command innumerable laws the nature of \vbiL'li we 
do not comprehend, according to which His Su- 
preme Fersonalily can interfere with normal 
effects of lower laws without destroying those 
lower laws in the least degree. 

It is this which God often does for those who 
trust Him. When He finds a loving, humble, 
simple soul coming to Him in trouble and diffi- 
culty, not demanding favors but putting the whole 
in His hands and being willing to abide by His 
decision, often He does things for such a person 
which are quite beyond our comprehension. 
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If one admits that Gk>d is, and that God loves 

us, then follows the inevitability of God doing 
often just this sort of thing. The trouble with 
people who do not beUeve in miracles is not that 
thej are too logical or too scientific. Either they 
do not believe in Gixi at all or else they believe 
that God does not care, — ^that lie is a cruel^ ghastly, 
mechanistic monstrosity. The experience of mil- 
lions of people and the inner promptings of our 
own hearts alike tell us that God does care. We 
can confidently believe Him, therefore, when He 
says, '^Ye seek, and strive, and yet have not, be- 
cause ye ask nof We may carry our lives to Him, 
our problems, our plans, our temptations, our sins 
and failures, our hopes and fears, — and carry also 
to Him those whom we love, humbly desiring Him 
to deal with us as seems to Him best He may not 
always do what we desire done, with our poor 
human wisdom to guide us in the asking; but 
(Uwa/ys He will give us strength for any situation, 
and often He will do for us, seeing our love and 
trust, things beyond our human understanding. 

To pray then is consciously to offer our human 
wills to be conformed to that of Christ our Qod, 
that He may mold our lives according to His own 
desire. 

When a man prays much, in that attitude, He 
becomes of some use to his fellow-men in this 

world, for Ins service is saiicti£ed by character as 
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he becomes calm, healthy-minded, serene, simple, 
kindly, sacriliciiig, and humble, — a joy for his 
fellows to look upon, and a benediction to the 
biethrsn. 
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HOW WE T ALX TO GOD 

IT has been said bj a number of holy men and 
women in former times that the only way tv> 
learn how to pray is to pray. That is, of course, 
quite true. Talking to God is like any other sort 
of conversation. Facility comes only with practice. 
That tongue-tied embarrassment which bothers 
most of us when we meet new people, especially in 
our younger and less experieneed days, usually 
grows less only as we come to know those new 
people the better through having^ perhaps stumb- 
lingly and stupidly, attempted to conyerse with 
them. There are many who, attempting to realize 
their comradeship with God in prayer, give up 
because they find it in the beginning difficult, and 
themselves self-conscious and embarrassed. They 
do not realize that most of those who have found 
the greatest joy and strength in talking with Qod 
have started their praying in the same halting and 
difficult manner. 



Digitized by Google 



90 



THE GOOD NEWS 



When, however, one tells the beginner in religion 
that he ought to pray, one should also give iiim at 
least a few hints about how to go about it That 
is what this chapter is an attempt to do. 

Pirst of all, it is well constantlj to remember 
who the God is to whom the Christian is 'praying. 
Many people fail in their prayers because the deity 
with whom they attempt to converse is merely a 
vague abstraction in their minds. It is a simple 
matter of fact that no one can talk easily and 
naturally with any vague abstraction* 

That is why, with many who do not imderstand 
Christianity, the prayers of childhood are more 
vivid than those of later years. It was so in my 
own case^ as I well remember. When I was little 
I had a very definite idea of the God to whom I 
prayed. My mother told me that He was in 
Heaven and that Heaven was ^^up there". This I 
took literally, and domiciled my deity on the roof. 
There He lived. He was a little past middle age, 
with a benevolent and somewhat ruddy face, with 
silvering whiskers, wearing gold-rimmed spectacles. 
In other words He was to me a somewhat glorified 
copy of my paternal graudfather. Tu talk through 
the ceiling to such a Person was a vivid experience. 
Qradually this vexy definite object of devotion was, 
by my education, dematerialized and delocalized. 
No other concept of Deity of a human and com- 
prehensible sort was introduced. God was a vague 
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aura, a spiritual influeiiee^ a permeating benevo- 
lence. Consequently^ although during this period 
I was con£nned and made mj commuiiions more 
or lesa regularly, my prayeiB were, when, said at all, 
perfanotaiy and uninteresting. I can well under- 
stand how many people, going through the same 
experience, cease to pray at all. I nearly did so 
mysell 

Fortunately — at about this time — ran across 

the notion of a practical comradeship with God 
made possible for man throu^ His kaving come 
down to us on earth in terms of our humanity* 
The Inoamation, whidi previously had been merely 
an abstract and unimportant doctrine, to be held 
by all respectable persons, was at length seen in its 
practical importance. I commenced to visualize 
Jesus when I talked to God. God was thus again 
for me localized, humanized, — if you will, ina- 
teriaiized, — ^and prayer meant something once 
more. 

''Throng Jesus Christ Our Lord/'— Hiat ihat 

is the way to talk to God is evidenced by most of 
the prayers offered in our churches. Whether li- 
turgical or eztemporaneoufif, they usually end with 
these or equivalent words. A good many people 
seem to think that this means that Jesus takes 
prayers somewhere up to a Qod other than Him- 
self; that they pass ^'through Jesus Christ'' as a 
letter goes '^through the postoffice''. As a matter 
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of Christian fact Jesuft is Qod^ Deity manifested. 
We see the Eternal * through Him" just as^ when 

confined within the walls of a room, we see liie 
sun-lit landscape outside "through the window*'. 
If, theief ore, the Christian simply prays to Jesus 
Christ, with the human, compassionate, under^ 
standing Jesus to think of as he talks, he will find 
that his prayers immediately cease to be vague 
and without terminus. * 

The second suggestion that may be made to the 
one starting out in the praying life is that lie avoid 
all books of prayers arid so-called devotional man- 
uak. Such volumes have their place in public or 
'^common" prayer, where the desire is that a whole 
group of people shall talk together to Our Lord. 
For most people, however, they are a liindrance 
and a nuisance in private talking with Him. One 
needs no books to teach one how to talk to one's 
mother. One's sweetheart would be dumbfounded 
if one began to make love out of a manuscript, 
even if the cfpeeehes therein contained were an 
hundred times more eloquent than one's own at- 
tempts. When one sy)eak8 to one's dear friends 
oue must, it is well understood, speak simply and 

* To assist in attaining this directness in prayer, many 
people have in forrYier times as well as our own found great 
help in placing before them, wlieu they pray, pictures of 
Our Lord or atatues of Him, either standing in kindllneas 
or «1m nafled to that Grow im wbkb He so gloriously 
triumplied. 



Digitized by Google 



HOW WE TALK TO GOD 



91 



imaffectedlj that which lies close to one's heart. 
So it is with talking to God. God would rather 
hear a man's own honest, Btmnbling, even stupid 
speech than to listen to a recitation of some elo- 
quent utterance made of old by St. Thomas a 
Kempis or 8t. Theresa. It is a safe thing to say 
that no one ever found much joy in praying until 
he began talking to God for himself. 

A third thing that is necessary for successful 
prayer is that it should be properly balanced, and 
not overinclined to mere petition. Some people 
never get down on their knees before Gk>d without 
searching their brains madly, saying, "What on 
earth shall I ask God for now?" If, as we saw 
in the last chapter, no prayer made primarily with 
the idea of getting something ever is answered, w» 
ouglit always to be on our iziiard acrainst this easy 
and suicidal lack of proportion in our speech with 
God. 

In the days of my own very young manhood an 

old and wise priest, sinnmin!? up, as I later found 
out, the experience of many of the saints, gave me 
the following advice: 

"When you pray, my son, remember that what 
you are really doing is talking as a child to its 
father. You would not think much of a child who 
never spoke to its earthly parents except to say, 
^Give me something.' If you were the parent of 
such a child you probably would give that child 
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nothing) for fear of makiiig it more selfiBh. As a 
parent you ivonld expect tihat occasionally the child 

miglit say 'Thank you' after you had benefited 
him. If he was a proper child he would wish to 
do sa If yon had been forced to discipline or 
correct that child for its fanlts^ it would rejoice 
your heart to have the child confess that it had 
been bad. It would make you know that the child 
recogniased in you not a vindictiYe enemy but one 
who chastened because you loved. It would be a 
pleasure to you, and an evidence of Tightness in 
the youngster, if occasionally he came asking not 
for himself but for his brothers and sisters. And 
you would be a queer parent not to find your 
greatest joy in his spoutaneous coming to you and 
climbing up in your lap and throwing his arms 
around you, whispering in your ear, ^Dad^ I love 
you a lot You are a great dad.' 

"Even so, my son, is it with Qod your father 
and you, His child. 

^^When you talk with Him, start with the 
thought of Ilim rather ihan the thought of your- 
self. Tell Him how much you love Him, how 
great you recognize Him to be, how marvellous, 
how powerful, how loving, how true, how calm and 
serene. There are foolish people who say that to 
do this is to liatter (jrod, Such critics never had 
children of their own. This sort of prayer is 
known as AdoraHon. 
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**Then, when you have thus contemplated Him, 
you may safely think about yourself. In the light 
of Him you will at onoe perceive your limitatioii8| 
your silliness, your stupidity, your cowardice, your 
fretfulness, your mistakes, your pettiness, your 
ignorance, your sins. Tell them to God. Of course 
He knows about them already, a great deal better 
than you do; but He wishes to see that you also 
recognize them and bewail them. Tell them all to 
Him, fully and frankly. This sort of prayer is 
called Canfeasian* 

'*Tlie next step, obnously, is to utter your 
gratitude to the adorable God for being so patient 
with your undeserving self. Many blessings He 
has given to one who ill deserves thenou There is 
your life itself, witii its opportunity for growth of 
mind and spirit ; your food and clothes and shelter ; 
your friends who love or have loved you ; all the 
good things of life; all the sorrows which have 
deepened and developed you; His own love in 
becoming human for you. There are no end of 
things to mention gratefully, even for those whom 
the world in its ignorance deems unfortunate and 
abused. This part of prayer is named Thanks- 
giving, 

^'Having thus contemplated God adoringly, con- 
fessed your own insufiicien<^ and iU-deserving, and 

thanked Him from your heart, then turn your 
thinking to your brethren. There are many, many 
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people yon know who need to be brought in 

your compassion before Divine compassion: your 
worried husband; your house-bound and wearj 
wife; your children unfolding day by day; your 
old mother and father ; your sisters and brothers ; 
the neighbor in sorrow and loneliness; your em- 
ployees whose lives are constricted or your em- 
ployer harassed with the thought that there may 
be no contents for your next pay envelope ; those 
seeking to save America from self-destruction ; the 
starving naUons of Europe and the near-East; 
those trying to Christianize our pagan industrial 
processes; — brethren innumerable to love and re- 
member before God. This praying has received 
the name of Intercession, 

^'And finally, if you have any time left, which 

probably you will not have, it is permitted, here at 
the end of your praying, to ask God something for 
yourself. Even here, however, you must be care- 
ful how you pray. We are bidden confidently to 
ask God for our daily bread ; but we are nowhere 
bidden to beseech Him for French pastry. Lux- 
ury, abundance, God may in trust bestow upon 
some men, but no man has a right to ask for it as 
though it belonged to him. You are permitted 
rightly to request just enough of this world's goods, 
just enough of immaterial happiness, to enaUe you 
to do your work, day by day, like a man. Kever 
should one ask the God who Himself gave all for 
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US to give an atom moie than just one's Maily 
bread.' This praj^ing for one's self is called 

« 

I have written down these words as nearly as I 

can now recall them, because they are indeed the 
wisdom of many, many persons who have tried 
the way of prayer. Ko matter whether one has an 
hour to pray, or only a minute or two, one can 

always talk to God the better if he will remember 
that each true prayer has something in it of 

Adoration 

Confession 

Thanksgiving 

Iwiereession, and last and least of all^ 
PeHHtm. 

Finally, the suggestion may be made that prayer 

is intended to he a conversation. I once knew an 
old lady who used to sail in upon her friends and 
continue, from the moment she entered their house 
until she left it a half hour later, a constant stream 
of words. Her hosts occasionally got a word or 
two in edgewise, but it was always a difficult 
process. Almost invariably, when she left, she 
would say, '^My dears, I am so glad I came. It has 
been such a lovely conversation." Of course there 
had been no conversation at all. There had been a 
monologue. Much prayer is of a similar sort 
The praying person gets going and talks a great 
deal, with no interruption, says, "Amen", and goes 
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about his business. Such a one outa himself off 
from most of the joy and benefit of prayer. There 

should be quiet times, when one says nothing, but 
rather listens. There are many things God wishes 
lis to knoWf comforts that He wishes to giire^ guid- 
ances in perplexity, encouragements to new en- 
deavor, frequent calmings for troubled souls; hut 
how can they be given to those who never stop to 
heart God spoke in olden times to men and 
women, spoke so vividly that they insisted they 
had heard His voice. He speaks to men and 
women equally to-day, if in their prayers they wait 
to know His wilL 
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CHAPTER XI 

THE TOUCH OF JESUS 

ONE of the greatest and most beautiful chapters 
in the wliole Bible is the aeventeenth of St. 
John's Gkmpel — beautiful because in it we see 
Christ pouring forth His inmost soul, uttering His 
uttermost desires for His Church and for us who 
belong to it With Him in that Chapter is that 
from which all His Church must grow. It is the 
night in which He was betrayed. The rulers have 
tamed upon Him and rejected Him. The dem- 
o(9ratio crowd has also turned upon Him and re- 
jected Him. The world wills to have none of Him. 
There are, however, these few men who love Him. 
Throu^ them must go out His saving power to all 
generations. JWith tremendous affection He prays 
over them. 

And what is His greatest wish for them? He 
offers no intercession that they shall have wealth 
and worldly adulation. He prays not tiiat they 

may become powerful and persuasive preachers. 
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His supreme desire is not even that they may have 

untiring zeal wherewith to serve their fellow men. 
His one great prayer, the spirit of which, runs 
through the utteranoei He summed up in these 
words : "FoJther, I wiU thuA ihey also, whom Thou 
hast given Me, may he with Me where I am/' 

If you remember His assurance to them that He 
would be with them to the end of the worldi you 
will see that He was not praying, as someone 
might at £rst glance think, that some day they 
might get to Heayen and so be with Him. He was 
anxious that in the very midst of their work for 
Him they might find themselves with Him, feeling 
the power of Him, won by His personal affection, 
guided by His Spirit^ empowered with His 
strength, althon^ He was withdrawn from their 
sight. 

It was indeed just such contact with Jesus that 
made the holy saints of those ^orious early days. 
Bead the sermons those Apostles preached. They 

were seldom great oratorical efforts. Very feeble 
these men were in utterance. Nor were their 
writings remarkable as literary productions. But 
men took knowledge that they had been with Jesus. 
They preached and wrote about the power that is 
in Jesus Christ Crucified and Resurrected. St. 
Paul said that it was not he himself who worked 
mightily, but the power of Jesus Christ within 
Him. That was true of all of them. 
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Look back in Church history, after these first 
great men had died. Look at the ones who have 

really been of great reli scions help to the world. 
Wherein lies the power of St. Francis of Assisi, 
for instance, or of SL Francis de Sales, or of John 
Wesley, or of Savonarola, or of Stanton of St. 
Alban's, Holbom, or of Dr. James De Koven 
at Bacine, — to mention but a few widely differ- 
ent examples? They lived close to Jesus, and 
men, looking to them, found a sweetness and 
a power and a simplicity that was more than 
of the earth. Weary of the world, tired of its 
specious falsehoods, anxious for a change from 
its clatter, its fuss, its foolishness, men in all 
ages have looked expectantly to Christ's Church. 
Whenever they have found in its pastors and 
people worldliness and ambition and bustle and 
tumult, they have sadly turned away again; but 
whenever they have found men and women who 
lived close to the quiet, loving heart of Jesua 
Christ, they have come and said, ^'Brethren, we 
would see that Jesus who has made you what you 
are. Lead us, too, to know Him." Whenever the 
Church seeks to use merely human methods and 
human ^^organization" in her advancement, no 
matter how efllciently she does it; when she sub- 
stitutes anythinj^ else as her purpose than the 
bringing of men and women and growing children 
face to face with Jesus, she fails. Insofar as she 
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has soviet to make this substitatioii in omr own 
day, she has failed. It is always sa Therefore it 

was that Jesus^ longing for a Church which might 
help mankind powerfully in all ages, uttered as His 
greatest prayer His interoession that we Church 
people might ocmstantly be with Him where He is. 
Prom Ilira we get all the real power we may have. 

Now where is Jesus ? Jesus is God. Therefore 
Jesus is everywhere. Yes, of oourse that is trae. 
But we saw in an earlier chapter how difficult it 
is for us, limited in our human bodies, to havo 
realization of comradeship with a Qod who is 
eveiywherey unlocalised, vaguci intangible. It was 
because of this very difficulty that Jesus took our 
human nature and dwelt among us. But is He 
now again intangible? Does He no longer in- 
carnate Himself so that we can humbly meet Him t 
Is He no longer able to do for us what He did for 
His followers in Palestine long ago? 

In camp men are willing to talk much more 
freely about their religious difficulties than they do 
at home. A number of them have said to me sub" 
stantially the same thing which one fellow put 
more clearly than the rest. I believe what that man 
said most of us find true. He said to me: 

"Chaplain, I wish to Grod I had lived back there 
when Jesus was on earth. I try to pray to Jesus 
and He is not real, real like you are, like the f el- 
lows in the barracks are, like my mother and the 
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girl back home are. Back there in Palestine He 
too was like otber folks ate. I oould have gcoie to 
Kim and knelt down before Him and looked up at 

Him and seen His face, and heard Hia voice, and 
felt Him reach out and touch Me, and then I oould 
have gone about my work and known how deeply 
He cared and how mueh He, my friend, was help- 
ing. Chaplain, I feel that under those conditions 
I could have been a mighty decent sort of fellow. 
When this damned pull of aez got to dragging at 
me like it does, I should have kept decent. He 
would have understood and He would have helped. 
When I got sore and wished to boil over and cuss 
my company, He would have given me the stuff 
in me to keep cooL Ohaplain, why did He ever 
go away?'* 

I told him that Jesus never had gone away. 

'^Yes,'' he said, ^^I know. You mean He is 
spiritually present. But that does not help enough. 
/ do not want to find Him everywhere, I wa/ni io 
find him somewhere/' 

And then I told that lad that Jesus could meet 
him somewhere, I told him, as now I remind you, 
that the Holy Communion is the somewhere where 
Jesus arranged to meet us in the same real, simple^ 
hnman fashion that our best human friends meet 
us. 

I reminded him that all his friendships were 
sacramental things. They had an outward sign 
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and an inward spirit. When he shook hands with 
his shipmate^ when thej left camp for different 
ships, there was the grip of material flesh on ma- 
terial flesh. Behind his shipmate's lian<l was his 
shipmate's invisible soul. Behind bis hand was 
his invisible souL It was only in the material 
handclasp that the souls made known to one an- 
other their abiding friendship. I reminded him 
that when he kissed his girl goodbje^ there was the 
touch of lipa on lips, a material contact Back of 
her lips was the invisible soul of her that loved 
him. Back of bis lips was the invisible soul of him 
that loved her. The kiss was a sacrament. I re- 
minded him that in marriage the mating is physi- 
cal, true ; but that the physical marriage is but the 
sign and seal of a great, spiritual comradeship, 
and that so many marriages fail only because the 
sign is there witibiont the thing signified* I showed 
him that all comradeship of person with person in 
this world is sacramental, that always there is the 
physical touch to make the spiritual touch per- 
ceptible. I reminded him that from the day of his 
conception he had never met another person, felt 
another soul^ save sacramentally. !N^o disembodied 
spirit had ever touched him, to his knowledge. I 
showed him that even spiritualists, in endeavors to 
communicate with the unknown world, never 
thought of doing it save through some sort of ma- 
terialization, — ^a tipping table, a ghostly wraith, a 
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ouija board* So universal is the sacramental law 
of friendship. Saoramentalism in penaonal rela- 
tionships is as integral a part of the law of human 
existence as birth, as death. 

^^Then/^ I said to him, as now I say to 70U, 
''the trouble with your religion, the reason whj 
you do not get Christ's help as vividly as did the 
Apostles, is that while yon gladly and inevitablj^ 
obey this law of the necessity of sacramentalism in 
personal relationship^ touching every other person^ 
you fail to observe it in your reaching out to Jesus 
Christ your God. You seek to get in touch with 
Him some other way, some unnatural way. In 
this you are demonstrably and soientifically wrong. 

**Tlie liuly Conuuuiiiun is Christ embodied tc 
meet you humanly and easily. Christ instituted it. 
It was the only act of devotion He ever did in- 
stitute. He said 'This do ye in remembrance of 

Me'. At the Iiands uf him who is celebratiug the 
Feast, He takes bread and says, ^This is My Body\ 
He does not mean it is changed into meat Do yon 
not see what He does mean ? He means that He is 
going to "use that bread of wheat, that lie with it 
personally may touch your body. You^ kneeling 
there, wishing for Jesus^ wanting His stvength, 
seeking His courage, desiring with all your heart 
His loving, friendly help, feel Him touch you. 
You get up off your knees and go out to face your 
life. It is hardj that life. It is puzzling. It is 
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cruel, maybe, or painful, or full of sorrow. There 
in it lurks the temptation that has so often made 
wreck of you, the passion that stains, the folly that 

dims your youth. But this is now the difference. 
You know you do not have to face it all alone. 
Jesus Christ has touched you." 

Then I told that boy, as now I tell you, that for 
sixteen hundred years the Church furnished to her 
people, as her one greatest help, this vital contact 
with Jesus Christ in the Sacrament. Most of the 
preaching, almost all of the teachii^, was for the 
purpose of telling men how lo find Jesus in com- 
munion, — Jesus^ incarnate sacramentally. Then, 
because of the corruption of life and religion due 
to the Eenaissanoe, there came a great and neces- 
sary cleaning up, — ^the Reformation. It did much 
good, to those in the Keformed Churches and also 
to Anglican and Boman Catholics; but its benefits 
were mixed with spiritual tragedy. The tragic 
thing about the Eeformation was that men, then 
in the grip of the revival of learning, put entirely 
too much confidence in mere human brainSi let the 
Sacrament go and substituted intellectual sermons 
as the chief activity of the Church. Luther did 
not do so as much as others less human. Still the 
altar is the center of the Lutheran Church in 
Norway and Sweden, where Lutheranism is more 
what Luther intended it than it is in Grermanj or in 
America. The Episcopal Church, thank Qod, did 
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not make tlie mistake, although many within that 
body, disregarding the evident intent of its offioial 

book of worship, did so, and alas, still continue to 
do so. The altar is the center. The pulpit is 
merely a place wheref rom the preaeher may goide 
Ohrist's people up to Christ's altar, to Jesus, that 
He may Ix^come r( al to them, as real as folks are, 
even more real than thej are. The so-called "Evan- 
gelical Ohuiches" for the most part did make the 
mistake. And that is why saeramental Christians 
find it difficult to unite now with them. Their 
conception of Christianity is apt to be didactic 
and intelleetuali a thing of the pulpit, while that of 
the sacramental Churdbes is like that of the eariy 
Church, of the Eternal Church, a thing of personal 
contacts, humanly perceived, with a God who in 
His Sacrament is still incarnate on the earth to 
meet us. 

But how, somebody asks, can Jesus, if indeed 
He is Qodj dwell especially in any one place i Is 
He not eveiywiieie t He is everywhere, truly, and 
yet He is in particular in the Sacrament This is 
surely not difficult to believe. You walk aliroad 
on a sun-lit day. All about you is the light It is 
so all-present that for the most part you fail to 
notice it Let a burning glass he focused on your 
hand. Now you feel the heat. You look and the 
light is brilliant. Yet it is the same sun-light 
Yon recognize the li^t and heat about you because 
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for the moment it has in concentration touched 
yon. The Sacrament is the biiming-glass of GkxL 
Havuig at tiie altar realised His Presence vividly 

we remember the better how that Presence is ever 
about us, how always beneath us are the everlast- 
ing arms, how all-embracing is His love^ how ever 
vital is His friendship. 



OTT SACRED BANQUET, WHEREIN" 
CHRIST IS RECEIVED, THE MEMORY OF 
HIS PASSION RENEWED, THE SOUL 
FILLED FULL WITH GRACE, AND THE 
PLEDGE OF FUTURE GLORY GIVEN 
UNTO US. ALLELUIAHl 
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